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I.et us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. —Heb., x. 29. 
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Theological Department. 


For the Repertory. which they were judicially deliver- 

ARGUMENT FOR THE TRINITY, DRAWN || €d up by the just anger of God, for 
FROM ITS MORAL EFFECTS. their inexcusable idolatry. 

I believe it is universally admitted Now if the Trinitarian doctrine be 


that idolatry has a direct tendency || not true, it is idolatry. If it be not 
to introduce corruption of morals. |; founded on Scripture and taught by 
In this consists a part of its crimj- || the //o/y Spirit, there can be no 
nality. No doubt the chicf sinful- || doubt that it emanates from the evil 
ness consists in withdrawing the ho- || spirit, the father of lies. And if it 
mage and the love of the heart from |; were invented by him, it was for the 
the Creator to the creature. ‘This |! purpose of building up his kingdom; 
itself is a capital sin, independently || because his acquaintance with the 
of that moral depravation which is |] heart and the history of man, taught 
sure to flow from it. If we explore || him that there was no more efflica- 
the history of idolatry in ages past, || cious instrument of defeating. the 
if we survey the regions where it at |] Gospel, and establishing his own 
present reigns, we shall find it to be |} power, than a corruption of the doc- 
the prolific parent of all immorality; || trine of the Divine Unity. Hence 
or, to use the expressive language || we must look for gross superstition 
of Scripture, the mother of abomi- || and corrupt morals in company with 
nations. ‘To this source the Apos- || the doctrine of the Trinity, We 
tle of the Gentiles traces that stream |; must not only suppose they may be 
of all pollutions which he enume- || found associated, but we must con- 
rates in the first chapter to the Ro- |! fdent/y expect to see the parent 
mans. ‘Even (says he) as they did || surrounded by its baneful progeny. 
not like to retain God in their know- |} Satan is not so wanting in sagacity 
ledge, God gave them over to a re- || as to choose impotent means. Idol- 
probate mind, to do those things || atry is nota darren tree. It produ- 
which are not convenient; being fill- |, ces indeed no good fruit, but an a- 
ed with all unrighteousness”, &c. |; bundance of that which is foisonous, 
This repletion with all species of Let me then fearlessly challenge 
vice, he tells us was the conse-|) the opponents of this doctrine, to 
quence of that reprobate mind to !! show me these deleterious effects 
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proceeding from it? On the con- 
trary, if there be true holiness on 
earth, will it not be found among 
those who hold this doctrine. Has 
jt not, since the foundation of the 
Christian Church, been held by the 
most heavenly minded, the most 
benevolent, the most disinterested 
of mankind? Where will we find 
more pure and exalted devotion, 
more profound humility, more self 
denying and indefatigable efforts 
in every good work, than among 
Trinitarians? And these benign 
effects, tod, not the result of o- 
ther accompanying doctrines, so 
efficacious as to triumph over this 
error, and in spite of it, to exhibit 
their appropriate products, but flow- 
ing directly from it and fed by it as 
by an unfailing spring. How could 
this be, if the doctrine of the Trinity 
were an invention of hell to destroy 
the souls of men? Is Satan divided 
against himself, and has he forged 
a weapon from which his own head 
has received the most deadly 
wounds? We know that the cor- 
ruption of true coctrine will pro- 
duce a train of moral evil—We sce 
in the Church of Rome, the childish 
superstition and licentiousness of 
morals growing out of their various 
doctrines of purgatory, transubstan- 
tiation, absolution, invocation of 
saints, works of supererogation, &c. 
I do not deny that we find true piety 
and even exalted piety, in some 
members of the church which main- 
tains these doctrines. As long as the 
works of a Kempis, of Fenelon and 
Pascal remain, so long there will re- 
main undeniable proofs of this. But 
it is evident that these marks of gen- 
uine grace discoverable in some Pa- 
pists, are attributable to that mix- 
ture of truth which they still retain 
in the midst of all their errors, and 
among the grains of salt which pre- 
serve that church from total putre- 
faction, the doctrine of the Trinity 
constitutes a large part. 

To sum up the argument in a 


JUSTIFICATION. 
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small compass, and to reduce it to 
the form of a syllogism: Trinitari- 
anism if unscriptural, is idolatry, 
and must have baneful effects on 
religion and morals—But it has not 
these effects, therefore it is not un- 
scriptural. PHOREO. 
=== 
For the Repertory. 
Extracts from the Meditations of a Ma- 
ruland Clergyman. 
JUSTIFICATION, 


One of the many great benefits, a 
Clergyman derives from a frequent 
and familiar association with the 
people of his charge, provided he 
associate with them, in that serious 
manner and for those all-important 
purposes, which should alone char- 
acterize the society of a Minister of 
the Gospel; the discovery of the 
subjects on which he may most use- 
fully preach; of the errors to be 
corrected and the truths especially 
needing explanation, by the free 
conversation of his parishioners, is 
not the least. Without this method 
of learning to apply the truth; his 
preaching will be deficient in that 
practical force, so necessary to 
reach the consciences of the people. 
We should learn the argument for 
the discussion of a subject, by the 
study of books; but we should learn 
to select that subject, and to shape 
the discussion and the best method 
of applying it, by the study of our 
people. By this latter study, I have 
learned among other things, that a 
certain defecuve notion connected 
with the subject of Justification, is 
much more prevalent among the 
people than one would suppose, de- 
serving to be brought out into my 
preaching for correction and calling 
for reiterated endeavours that this 
great subject of Christianity may be 
well understood. Without touch- 
ing upon other erroneous views of 
the way of Justification; I will only 
mention one found far too often a- 
mong professing Christians; among 
those, who do not doubt they have 
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renounced their own righteousness | 
entirely and are certain they trust in 
Christ for salvation. It consists, not 
in supposing that we can be saved | 
by the merits of our own works.— | 
This, the persons alluded to, entirely 
disown. But it consists in not trust- 
ing exclusively, indefiendently of 
our own works, to the righteous- 
ness of Christ. They say, “we will 
do as well as we can and trust to} 
the merits of Christ, to make our! 
poor, unworthy services acceptable 
to God.” Or they say, “it is our 
duty to do what we can and hope in 
the rightcousness of the Saviour to 
make up our deficiency.” I was 
once in conversation, with a person 
of this sort. We were speaking of 
the imperfection and sinfulness of 
the best human efforts, and said he: 
‘We must all indeed say in the lan- 
guage of the Saviour, after we have 
done all, we are yet but unprofita- 
ble servants. Were it not for 
Christ, we should have no expecta- 
tion of acceptance; but now through 
his perfect righteousness, we may 
hope our sinful works will be made 
well pleasing to God and obtain his 
favour.” “But (said I,) do you trust 
to your own works for the divine 
favour?” ‘Certainly not (said he,) 
but to the merits of Jesus Christ.” 
“You trust in the merits of Christ 
(said I) to save your works, but to 
your works to save your soul. Now 
this certainly is one way of believing 
upon the Saviour; but not the way 
commanded in the Gospel. This 
way has nothing to do with our own 
works, as connected with the for- 
ivenessofoursins. They are con- 
sidered as utterly condemned, and 
we are saved from their condemna- 
tion by the merits of Christ alone, 
applied immediately to our souls.” 
The person with whom I was speak- 
ing, was in a little while convinced 
of his error, but said that it had 
been an idea to which his mind had 
never been particularly awakened, 
and in which he had supposed he 
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| was in agreement with every one 
else. This error is of far more con- 
sequence, than some may imagine. 
Tt will always be found in connec- 
tion with inadequate views of ones 
own corruption of heart and the sin- 
fulness of ones own spirit and works. 
It will certainly be seen in union 
with some self-righteousness$; with 
insufficient ideas of the office and 
benefits of the Saviour; with low 
views, and a lower experience of the 
Christian’s hopes and privileges, 
and it will exert a certain prejudi- 
cial influence over the whole system 
and mind of the person entertaining 
it. Against this, as well as other 
erroneous ideas of the justification 
of man; our eleventh Article was 
directed, in which, we read that “we 
are accounted righteous before God 
only for the merit of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, by Faith.” 


| We declare every day that “there is 


no health in us.” If this be true: 
if in all our works even the best, 
there is no health considered as fit 
to stand the judgment of God; then 
surely, the office of the Saviour, is 
not to cleanse these works and sup- 
ply their deficiencies, but to cleanse 
us from them entirely, and substi- 
tute his own as our only depen- 
dance. A sinner can scarcely be 
imagined coming to God for mercy, 
in an attitude more unevangelical, 
than with his hands laden, one with 
his own works and all their sins; the 
other with those of his Saviour, the 
latter to gain acceptance for the 
former; or (to vary the figure) com- 
ing clothed first with the garment 
of his own righteousness, and then 
with that of the righteousness of 
Christ, thrown over the former, not 
as a substitute, but only to hide its 
defects and supply its rents. The 
posture in which the sinner coming 
to God for salvation, is always plac- 
ed in the Gospel, is that of one deep- 
ly humbled under the conviction 
that he is a helpless, undone perish- 
ing signer, with nothing to plead : 
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nothing to trust in; coming to God 
through Christ, not as one merely 
deficient, but utterly destitute: not 
merely as one depending upon the 
merits of Christ, but as having no 
other dependance ; seeking nothing 
but mere mercy and that as the gift 
of God’s free grace, solely on ac- 
count y/ the righteousness of Christ. 
The works of righteousness are in- 
deed entirely essential to the Chris- 
tian character; they are the neces- 
sary fruits and evidences of saving 
faith; but are never once to be nam- 
ed as having the smallest place or 
share in our Justification. Even 
faith itself, can only be called Justi- 
fying, as it is the agent by which we 
become interested in the merits of 
Christ. In the work of Justifica 
tion, strictly speaking, it has no 
share. “Christ is all.” He alone 
Justifies us from all of our sins.— 
We must go to him, stripped en- 
tirely of every plea and excuse; 
every work and merit. On him a- 
lone we must rely, and we cannot 
rely on him too confidently and 
fully. He expects us to trust in 
him, without doubt, without hesita- 
tion, without fear, and “believing to 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.” Thus shall we “re- 
ceive the end of our faith, even the 
salvation of our souls ” 
PRAYER. 

How few there are who truly 
pray. Among those who do, how 
few are acquainted with the fullness 
of the blessings of prayer: how few 
know the extent of their privileges, 
or realize the extent of the promi- 
ses relative to this duty How few 
know by experience the full mean- 
ing of the apostolick injunction,— 
‘praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the spirit.” Among 
nominal Christians, vast multitudes 
never even think of praying: of those 
who think they pray, thousands do 
it only so far as the hurried, slee- 
y, thoughtless repetition of a short 
orm, never inquired into and per- 
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haps not at all understood, is prayer. 
Such is the praying of thousand 
times ten thousand of the poor, 
deluded members of the Romish 
Church; taught to believe the silly 
idea, that a Pater Noster or an Ave 
Maria, repeated as fast as the lips 
cab mumbie it, is that solemn, effec- 
tual prayer, commanded inthe Scrip- 
tures. Others, again, who think 
they pray, while they attempt the 
duty more rationally and approach 
the throne of grace more respectful- 
ly, are yet entirely without founda- 
tion for their belief; because, in all 
their outward devotions, they have 
never known by deep and penitent 
experience, their entire unworthi- 
ness: they have never been impres- 
sed with the reality of their necessi- 
ties: they have never been made to 
feel their total dependance upon the 
merits of Christ: they have never 
known, by their own experience, 
what it is to come to God through 
the Saviour, humbly and earnestly 
supplicating in Jesus’ name. ‘Their 
prayers have had the form without 
the spirit of supplication; they have 
waited upon God in the outward act, 
but never with the inward soul.— 
They have seemed to men to pray; 
but to Him who looketh on the 
heart; who waits for the voice of the 
spirit; who listens to.no language 
from the lips, but as it interprets 
the language of the soul; and cares 
for no attitude of the body, butas it is 
an expression of the lowly and peni- 
tent disposition of the heart, they 
have seemed but to mock him with 
words without meaning. 

True prayer, is the hungering 
and thirsting of the soul as it pants 
after God. David was praying in 
the most effectual, fervent manner, 
though he might not have been 
kneeling, or speaking a syllable, 
when his frame of mind was such, 
that he could write, “As the heart 
panteth after the water brook, so 
panteth my soul after thee, O God!” 
We are commanded to “pray with- 
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out ceasing.”” We must understand 
the nature, we must feel the spirit 
of prayer more accurately and pow- 
erfully than is usual, to understand 
this command aright. It is much 
more literally intended than is often 
supposed. It means not merely 
that we must pray often. It means 
not only that we must be always 
ready to pray. It means that we 
imust literally fray without ceasing. 
But how, say some, can we be al- 
ways praying? The Apostle cer- 
tainly does not intend that we must 
always occupy the posture or be al- 
ways uttering the language of prayer. 
These are not essential to prayer. 
We may pray without ceasing, and 
yet never kneel nor speak. It is in 
the spirit, we must be always pray- 
ing. The man perishing with thirst, 
is always craving water, and thus 
may be considered by one knowing 


PRAYER. 





his feelings, as constantly asking it. | 
And so one constantly hungering | 


and thirsting after righteousness, is 
considered in the view of Him, who 
perceives every desire and motion 
of his heart, as always praying for 
righteousness. The great secret of 
unceasing prayer, therefore, is to be 
always in the frame of mind in which 
the Psalmist was, when he exclaim- 
ed, “my soul is athirst for God.”— 
Thus what a perpetual intercourse 
would be carried on between our 
souls and God: what an unceasing 
communication of the most precious 
spiritual benefits, would enrich our 
hearts: how should we grow in grace 
and live above the world, and know 
more and more “what is the hope 
of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the 
saints.” Oh! that such prayer; or 
that prayer resembling the power 
and spirit of this, in any good de- 
gree, were more universal among 
those calling themselves Christians! 
Ah! how little do they know of the 
pleasures of religion; of the true 
peace of the spiritual mind; of the 





exquisite enjoyments of the soul | 
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communing with God in Christ, who 
content themselves with those low 
endeavours, inferior aims and lan- 
guid affections in prayer, with which 
it is to be feared, multitudes of pro- 
fessing Christians are satistied. To 
bow down at the throne of grace as 
one would go to the soul’s festival, 
to feel an abasing awe in the pre- 
sence of God: to be bowed down 
under a sense of utter unworthi- 
ness: to pour out the soul in deep 
repentance: to plead the righteous- 
ness of the Saviour, with humble 
confidence and a hope full of glory: 
to feel the heart expand with large 
and adoring conceptions of redeem- 
ing love; to wrestle as it were with 
God for the sanctifying influences 
of his Spirit, that we may be cleans- 
ed from all unrighteousness, and 
made holy like unto God: to renew 
the solemn dedication of ourselves 
to the service of God, feeling our 
own wills entirely swallowed up in 
his and willing to do and suffer 
all that he may please: to throw 
ourselves upon the Providence and 
care of our Heavenly Father, for 
all the perils and trials of life with- 
out reserve or fear, pouring out 
our hearts in fervent gratitude, for 
all the care we have enjoyed and 
all the hopes we possess; who that 
was ever blessed with such a spi- 
rit in prayer, will not number the 
times thus spent among the happi- 
est in his life, and join in lamenta- 
tion that the privileges and plea- 
sures of prayer, are so inadequately 
estimated, and so seldom felt? Men 
in general do not retire often enough 
for prayer. When retired, they 
are not far enough away, from the 
fear of interruption. They do not 
set apart their seasons for this ex- 
ercise, with sufficient regularity, nor 
observe them with sufficient reso- 
lution. These seasons are too short. 
The mind has not time to meditate: 
nor the soul to awake, nor the heart 
to warm. When feelings arise, 
they have not time to expand.— 
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When a clue is obtained to some 
ows of the heart, it must be 

sed again; for want of time to 
pursue it. Prayer is not sufficient- 
ly a business; a matter of standing, 
paramount importance, which must 
be attended to, though all other 
things be neglected. It is made 
too compromising: too yielding to 
circumstances, a thing to be driven 
into a corner and hurried away ex- 
cept in times of perfect Jeisure. 
Prayer is too much separated from 
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‘ the Bible. 
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It languishes in separa- 
tion from this—its most beloved and 
necessary companion. They help 
each other. Prayer is the Bible’s 
interpreter, and the Bible suggests 
the words of Prayer. They will not 
live alone. We should read the 
Bible, that we may know how to 
pray, and what to pray for; and we 
must pray that we may read the 
Bible with the spirit, and “be filled 
with all wisdom and spiritual under- 
standing.” 
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TRANSLATOR.—CHAPTER V. 


Of the Means by which we may be liberat- 
ed from the Fear of Man. 


1. The first and most essential of |' 


all is to make ardent and unceasing 
efforts to free ourselves from the 
perilous deceit of our own hearts.—— 
There is nothing more prejudicial 
to the salvation of men than ihe 
false opinion, that they are already 
Christians, and that consequently 
they have no need of repentance 
and of turning to God. No error 
is more difficult to destroy than 
this, especially in an unconverted 
minister, who employed in pointing 
to others the road to heaven, takes 
it for granted that he himself is in 
it; and finding little difference be- 
tween himself and thosc he is teach- 
ing, considers them all Christians, 
and like a blind Pharisee, reproves 
only external deficiences. His own 
heart not being pure, he cannot 
rouse others from their lethargic 
slumbers. 
ters, devoid of all spiritual knowl- 
edge, keep many bound up in the 
fetters of worldly security. 

2. As the want of self-denial is 
one of the principal causes of the 


Such unfaithful minis- | 











: fear of man, it is absolutely neces- 
_ sary to use every effort to destroy it. 


As long as we are fearful of sacri- 
ficing our convenience, our wealth, 
our standing, we shall not willingly 
expose ourselves to incur the dis- 
pleasure of men by following ex- 
actly the commands of God, ac- 
cording to which, if we do not re- 
nounce ourselves, we cannot be the 
disciples of Christ. But when our 
affections are weaned from all word- 


ly things, and fixed only on the 


things of God, we shall find it easy 
intrepidly to confess the truth in 
word and deed, and fear will vanish 
of its own accord. 

3. We should never be wearied 
with meditating upon the vanity and 
nothingness of this world—a dream, 
a tale, a ficeting shadow;—upon the 
nothingness of man himself, a worm, 
a vapour, a leaf driven by the wind; 
with meditating upon the glorious 
majesty of the Omnipotent Creator 
of heaven and earth; upon the un- 
speakable joy of those who eternally 
rest in his bosom; upon the sublime 
rewards bestowed upon those who 
deny themselves and suffer patient- 
ly;—finally, in meditating upon the 
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passion of the Lord Jesus Christ.— 
St. Peter says to us, “Beloved, think 
it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto 
you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings.” — 
In this way, we shall not be intimi- 
dated with a false shame, and we 
shall render to God the homage due 
unto him. 

4. Let us, then, lift up fervent 
prayers that we may obtain this spi- 
rit of boldness and charity, a spirit 
which by nature we have not, and 
which is the gift of God,—a gift 
which he imparts to all who earn- 
estly pray for it. Above all, let us 
supplicate him, when called upon to 
make proof of our faith, that we may 
be enabled to do all things accord- 
ing to his holy will. 

5. All these means will prove un- 
availing, if in any thing we consult 
the world and timorous men. As 
soon, therefore, as we have adopted 
the noble resolution of being free, 
we should entirely come out from 
among them, and not hold inter- 
course with them but with the most 
watchful circumspection. Many 
have engaged with ardent faith in 
following the path pointed out to us 
by the divine Saviour, and have al- 
terwards shamefully abandoned it, 
because they sought the advice of 
timorousmen. Doubtless, we should 
not trust too much to our own pru- 
dence, and despise the counsel of 
men of experience, but we ought al- 
so to guard ourselves from the other 
extreme. The heart should be well 
established, and this is only to be ef- 
fected by faith; but the cowardly lan- 
guage of timorous men easily unset- 
tles us. 

6. Not only the Holy Scriptures, 
but heaven and earth exhibit to us 
the infinite wisdom and goodness of 
the Creator: and what should be our 
faith in him, and our gratitude to- 
wards him, and how vile, ignorant, 
and miserable is the unbeliever. 
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| we shall be happy.—| Matt. Henry. 
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7. Abide, therefore, firm in the 
faith, and confide in the promises of 
God. Itis impossible to hurt the 
man whose confidence is in him.— 
These precious promises have been 
confirmed by the death of the Son 
of God. 

Let him who has renounced the 
spirit of evil, consecrate himself en- 
urely to the service of the Almigh- 
ty. Let him not fear those whe can 
only injure him in this world, Let 
him consider how secure he rests 
under the protection of so great a 
sovereign. Let him remember that 
he does not fight in his own strength, 
but with the sword of Him who has 
said, “be strong and courageous; 
fear not, for the Lord your God is 
with you, whithersoever ye £0. 

Nourish yourselves with the word 
of God; pray, strengthen yourselves 
with the faithful;—thus the fire, of- 
ten excited, will maintain a constant 
flame. March onward to higher at- 
tainments in faith, by meditatung up- 
on the promises of God, and by ex- 
ercising love towards your neigh- 
bour, in all sincerity of heart, and on 
every occasion which presents it- 
self. And if you be sensible that by 
nature you are weak, make a more 
vigorous assault against the enemy; 
strive to possess a conscience void 
of reproach. Suffer yourself to be- 
come the servile follower of none, 
especially of the great; walk contin- 
ually as the faithful servant of God, 
with prudence and humility; and, if 
you have ever been wanting in your 
duties, have courage henceforward 
to resist all attempts to seduce you 
either by force or artifice, to lift up 
your head in the name of the power 
of Jesus in the thickest battle, and 
make the glory of God the end of all 
your actions.—( Zo be continued. ) 

=— 


CONFINEMENT FROM WORSHIP. 

If we cannot go to the house of 
the Lord, we may, by faith, go to 
the Lord of the house, and in him 







































For the Reperiory. 


Gibbon’s account of the Darkness at the 
Crucifixion. 


the following extract for publication 
im your useful miscellany, I will 
merely premise it, by requesting for 
it the particular attention of your 
readers.—Its merits, as an example 
of the boldness and sophistry of er- 
ror, on the one hand, and the firm- 
ness, stability and triumph of truth 
on the other, undoubtedly render it 
worthy of a serious perusal. It is 
taken from Horne’s Intro. vol. 1, 
pp. 234, 236, second London edi- 
tion, and is as follows: 

“The preternatural darkness of 
those hours, which prevailed in the 
land of Judea at the time of Christ’s 
crucifixion, and which has been re- 
corded by those of the Evangelists, 
is unnoticed by any profane histori- 
an: from which circumstance Mr. 
Gibbon has taken occasion to insin- 
uate that the testimony of the Evan- 
gelists is not sufficient to establish 
the truth of facts, unless it be sup- 
ported by concurrent testimony of 
Pagan contemporary writers.— 
Speaking of that darkness, he ex- 
presses his surprise that this mirac- 
ulous event “ fassed without notice 
in an age of science and history.” 
“It happened,” he adds, “during 
the lifetime of Seneca and the elder 
Pliny, who must have experienced 
the immediate effects, or received 
the earliest intelligence of this pro- 
digy. Each of these philosophers, 
in a laborious work, has recorded 
all the great phenomena of nature, 
earthquakes, meteors, comets and 
eclipses, which his indefatigable in- 
dustry could collect. Both the one 
and the other have omitted to men- 
tion the greatest phenomenon to 
which the mortal eye has been wit- 
ness since the creation of the Globe. 
A distinct chapter of Pliny is devot- 
ed to eclipses of an extraordinary 
nature and unusual duration; but 
he contents himself with describing 
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the singular defect of light which 
followed the murder of Cesar, when 
during the greatest part of the year, 
the orb of the sun appeared pale 
and without splendour.” The sen- 
tences printed in Italic are those 
in which the sceptical historian has 
nad recourse to those misrepresen- 
tations which unhappily pervade too 
many of his spiendid pages. 

On this passage we remark, frst, 
that the eclipse being confined to 
Judea, its immediate effects could 
not necessarily have been experi- 
enced by Seneca or Pliny, neither 
vt whom could have been on the 
spot in the reign of Tiberius, when 
the eclipse took place; nor can it be 
proved that they had immediate in- 
formation from all parts of the globe 
as soon as any extraordinary phe- 
nomenon had taken place. Second- 
fy, neither Pliny nor Seneca have 
left any works that correspond to 
the historian’s pompous description. 
Seneca does not treat on eclipses at 
all in the passage referred to; he 
speaks indeed of earthquakes, but 
only in a very cursory manner, and 
does not instance more than four or 
five, because his object was undoubt- 
edly not to write a history of them, 
but to investigate their symptoms, 
causes and prognostics. The same 
remark applies to Pliny, with re- 
spect to earthquakes. They are 
mentioned only to introduce philo- 
sophical observations. The historian 
therefore has but very feeble props 
to support his assertion. We may 
reasonably imagine, that if Seneca 
and Pliny have recorded all the 
great phenomenon of nature, they 
must of course have explored the 
Grecian and Roman histories which 
were immediately open to their in- 
quiries. Now, let us try an experi- 
ment as to what they have derived 
from those sources with respect to 
eclipses. Do they mention the to- 
tal eclipse of the sun, when the cel- 
ebrated plague happened at Athens, 
in the first year of the Peloponesian 
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war? Do they mention the solar 
eclipse on the day when the foun- 
dations of Rome were laid? Do 
they mention the eclipse foretold by 
Thales, by which a peace was e- 
fected between the Medes and the 
Lydians? It would be too tedivus 
to ask for many others which might 
be mentioned, without any fear of 
our questions beimg answered in the 
affirmative. Thirdly, the distinet 
chafiter of Pliny, in which accord- 
ing to the historian’s lofiy representa- 
tion, we should expect to find the 
subject of eclipses exhausted by his 
full and elaborate detail, consists of 
only eighteen words, the purport of 
which is, that the eclipses of the sun 
are sometimes of extraordinary du- 
ration; such as that which wok place 
atthe death of Casar, and during 
the war with Anthony, when the sun 
appeared pale for nearly a year.— 
Lastly, this miraculous preternatu- 
ral darkness did not pass without 
notice. For if Turtullian, Origen, 
and Eusebeus are to be credited, it 
was circumstantially mentioned by 
Phlegon, a pagan chronolugist, who 
flourished in the reign of the Empe- 
ror Hadrian; au if Julius Africanus 
a writer of great eminence and pro- 
bity, who flourished in the begining 
of the third century, is to be believ- 
ed, an eclipse which corresponds 
with the time of the passion was re- 
corded by Thallus. Though doubts 
have been started by the learned, 
who are certainly at variance re- 
specting these testimonies, (which 
doubts the historian has greatly ex- 
agerated, by positively asserting 
that Phlegon’s testimony is given 
up); yet, unless it can be froved 
that the citations in Eusebeus and 
Julius Africanus never existed in 
the original works of Phlegon and 
Thallus, we are surely justified in 
giving them credit. But indepen- 
dently of their testimonies, there are 
two others not founded on the state- 
ments of Phlegon and Thallus, 
which unequivocally confirm the 
Vou. 5....No. ll——Z z 
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Evangelical history of the darkness 
at the crucifixion, viz. those of Ters 
tullian and Celsus. In his apology 
for the Christians, which was ad» 
dressed to their heathen adversas 
ries Tertullian expressly says: “4? 
the moment of Christ’s death the 
light departed from the sun, and 
the land waa darkened at noon-day; 


own annals, and iw preserved in 
your archives to this day.” If the 
account of this extraordinary darks 
ness had not been registered, Ter- 
tullian would have exposed both 
himself to the charge of asserting @ 
faisehood (which charge never was 
brought agaist him,) and also his 
religion, to the ridicule of his ene- 
mies. itis further particularly wor- 
thy of remark, that the darkness 
and earthq.ake at the crucifixion 
are both explicitly recognized and 
menuoned as facts by that acute 
adversary of Christianity Celsus; 
who would not have made such an 
admission, if he could have possibly 
denied them.” P. 


The following are the promised extracts 
from the letters of the late Lieut. R. 
Dashiell, whose obituary, and an ac- 
count of whose sickness, may be found 
in our Nos, for Jan. and March, 
The letters from which these extracts 

are made, were written under circum- 
stances the most remote from any idea 
of their publication. The difficult situ- 
ation which he occupied, for the culti- 
vation of that heavenly frame of mind, 
which the spontaneous effusions of these 
letters so happily testify, renders them 
the more interesting, and among many 
other instances conclusively proves that 
no condition, however embarrassing, in 
which a man can be placed, will be sufs 
ficient, if his heart be earnestly engaged 
in seeking the kingdom of Heaven, to 
deter him from the accomplishment of 
his desires. 

May the blessing of the Lord attend 
the perusal of them, to all our readers, 
and more especially make them instru- 
mental in subserving the great purpose 
of leading the minds of all those in 
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authority, whether civil or military, to 
make religion the subject of their seri- 
ous attention, and by their own exam- 
ple recommend the Gospel to all those 
who are placed under their charge. 

, “[Ea. 


“TJnited States’ Ship Cyane, 
Navy-Yard, New-York, : 
19th Feb. 1821. 
“It is our duty, Dear Mother, to 
watch the daily incidents of our 
lives, and by faith, trace the hand of 


our Heavenly Father in all our af- 


fairs, cither immediately or remote- 
ly in things concerning us, and keep 
in view that chain of providences, 
every link of which, will draw us 
nearer to a conformity to his will, 
and conduct us at length, if we faint 
not in running the race that is set 
before us, into everlasting life. He 
that runneth a race, is temperate in 
all things. We can do all things 
through Christ strengthening us.— 
His grace is sufficient for the most 
difficult trials.—He will perfect his 
strength in our weakness.” 


TO HIS SISTER. 
* Brooklyn, 25th June, 1821. 

“You did not say in your letter, 
whether you had joined the Church. 
—We must feel ourselves to be 
what we really are, sinners by na- 
ture and by practice;—we were con- 
ceived in sin—have grown up in 
sin—and indulged in the commis- 
sion of sin, all the days of our lives. 
A thorough conviction of this Scrip- 
ture truth, will give us to feel our 
helplessness, and our need of a Sa- 
viour. Always bear in mind, my 
dear sister, that you must believe 
with the heart unto righteousness. 
You must not content yourself with 
Saying a few prayers, and reading 
a few chapters in the Bible.—It 
must be your chief concern; your 
chief study; your chief delight. Re- 
member, if you have set out to run 
the Christian race, it is a race of pa- 
tence, meekness, humility: of con- 
flict, of contention, of continual war. 
There is no such thing as a cessa- 
tion of hostilities—There are no 


LIEUT. DASHIELL’S PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. 








JUNE, 


flags of truce. The moment you 
have renounced the world, the flesh, 
and the devil, the war commences, 
You will have many conflicts with 
your chief enemy, the Devil,—ma- 
ny pitch-battles to fight; but the va- 
liant and the strong Christian, will 
make all his enemies flee, with as 
much ease, as the rising sun dissi- 
pates the morning dew. All this 
strength and valour of the Christian 
is, from Christ our Lord. The 
only way for us to be strong and 
valiant, is to live close to God— 
keep as near as possible in the foot- 
steps of our Redeemer—keep close 


-under his bleeding side.—Let us 


not be like Peter, who followed his 
dear Lord afar off, and who fell in- 
to company that he had no business 
with—company of unbelievers, with 
whom he associated, which was the 
cause of his denying the Lord, who 
bought him. I will conclude, by 
advising you to keep a strict watch 
over your thoughts.” 


TO HIS MOTHER. 
“U.S. ship Cyane, 
MM. York, Oct. 31, 1821. 

“TI hope, dear Mother, you con- 
tinue to remember me in your mor- 
ning and evening sacrifices, which 
if offered up in the name of Jesus, 
and blessings asked for through his 
name and precious merits and blood, 
will ascend up as acceptable in- 
cense to God the Father, through 
the intercession of our Great High 
Priest, Christ our Lord and Crea- 
tor, who is ourallinall. I sincere- 
ly hope your mind is in periect 
peace, which it cannot be unless it 
is stayed upon the Mighty God of 
Jacob, the Holy One of Israel. En- 
deavour, dear Mother, to impress 
on your mind the solemn, support- 
ing and consoling truth, that God is 
our present help in every time of 
need—in every situation of life, our 
blessed Jesus is ready to help us— 
he is always present to helpus. O 
that we may always live so close to 
God, that we may feel willing to suf- 
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fer for him. I hope, dear Mother, TO HIS SISTER. 

we shall always be willing to suffer “U.S. ship — 
any thing and every thing for the M. ¥. Dec. 10th, 1821, 


sake of our blessed Redcemer.— 
While the church militant is mov- 
ing on with irresistible energy in the 
Divine strength, putting to flight 
every enemy, and mounting up- 
wards on eagles’ wings, over every 
opposing obstacle, it must not be 
forgotten, for a moment, that it is in 
the Divine strength that we are thus 
victorious, and that in Him we live, 
move, and have our being—without 
Christ we are nothing. While the 
Divine Redeemer was upon earth, 
he went about doing good. If he 
did not do good to all, it was be- 
cause all did not believe; and if he 
was reviled, he did not revile in re- 
turn; if smitten, he did not smite in 
return; when they spit in his face, 
he bore it with divine humility ; 
when he was scourged upon the 
back, it was borne with Christian 
meekness. These are mortifying 
truths—-mortifying to flesh & blood; 
humiliating to the carnal mind—hu- 
miliating to the blind mind of man. 
But we are bound to follow the ex- 
ample of our Saviour Christ in all 
things: and if we should be called 
upon to suffer as he did, that is, to 
follow his example in his suiiering 
life, it is evident that the sin or idols 
jn our souls, require such discipline, 
and without it we cannot be saved. 
Such truths are terrifying and mor- 
tifying to flesh and blood, but good 
for the soul. We must live close 
to Christ, so that we may be hum- 
ble and willing to suffer; that if call- 
ed upon to suffer as our blessed, 
divine Redeemer did, we may do it 
with a willing, meek, and contrite 
spirit, and rejoice as the Apostles of 
old did, that we are counted meet, 
or considered worthy to suffer for 
his name’s sake. We must cut 


off the right foot, or amputate the 
right arm, or pluck out the right 
eye, to be saved,” 











“The last letter from our dear 
mother, is dated 23d _ult., in which 
she communicated to me the truly 
pleasing news of your having joined 
the Church. Dear Margaret, re- 
member, you have voluntarily given 
yourself away to your blessed Ma- 
ker, preserver, and Redeemer, in 
covenant, in which you have sur- 
rendered yourself to him forever, 
to be governed by him through the 
regenerating operations of his bles- 
sed Holy Spirit, and to be enlighten- 
ed and instructed in all bis holy laws, 
statutes, commandments, and judg- 
ments of his sacred word. It is not 
for a day, or a month, a year, or 
three years, that you have become 
a follower of the Lamb; but for ever. 
Now you have set your face zion- 
ward, you must, in some measure, 
calculate upon tribulation and per- 
secution; but what is that toa strong 
and valiant saint in Christ. Instead 
of shrinking back from the blessed 
contest, he rejoices to think he is 
counted worthy to suffer for Christ. 
You have turned your back upon 
the world, and bid adieu to all its 
false doctrines, sayings, maxims, 
customs, fashions, pomps and vani- 
ties. Remember, you have re- 
nounced the world, the lusts of the 
flesh and the devil.—You have re- 
nounced all the follies of the world— 
of the flesh, you have renounced all 
its lusts or cravings after the fash- 
ions and customs of the world—of 
the devil, you have renounced the 
influence to vice and folly. You 
must be saved by grace through 
faith, and that not of yourself; but 
it is the gift of God. Remember, 
good works is not the ground of 
our acceptance with God; but in 
the mercy of God, through faith in 
our great Redeemer.—Good works, 
when performed with an eye to the 
glory of God, and that because we 
know it is well pleasing in his eyes 
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and acceptable to him, are so many 
acts of faith, or evidences of our in 
terest inthe merits of our great Re- 
deemer, Lord and Christ. Remem- 
ber, meekness is the soil of every 
Christian virtue. Remember, you 
must be washed in the blood of the 
Lamb; you must be renewed and 
sanctitied through the sanctifying 
operations of the Holy Spirit of 
Christ. Let the word of God, be 
the man of your council—through 
the profitable reading of the sacred 
word, you will become wise unto 
salvation. Remember me in your 
morning and evening sacrifices, and 
pray that | may always follow my 
own advice—pray that I may not 
make a ship-wreck of faith, and 
pray for me that I may persevere 
to the end—pray for me, that I may 
always, in all situations of life, con- 
fess Christ Jesus and him crucified 
e~pray for me, that I may know 
nothing but Jesus Christ and him 
crucified, before kings, princes, go- 
vernors and all other constituted 
authorities. The Lord bless you, 


and lift upon you the light of his, 


countenance, and bless you, and 
honour you, and love and exalt you, 
that you may be able ‘o honour, 
exalt, and love the Lord your God 
all the days of your lire—s the 
prayer of your» ffectionate Brother.” 


TO HIS MOTHER, 

“UU. S. ship Cyane, 

WM. York, Jan. 28, 1822. 
“The Lord’s Supper wiil be ad- 
ministered in the Brooklyn Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church. With Di- 
vine permission, I will approach the 
holy, sacred Sacrament of the body 
aiid blood of our dear, common Lord 
and Master, Christ, and through the 
enlightning operation of the Spirit 
of Christ, 1 will not approach the 
sc ene of inflexible justice and bound- 
less mercy, in my own wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and 
goodness; but in the wisdom, rigt:- 
teousness, sanctification, and good- 
ness of Christ, who is our light, 
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way, and truth—our Great High 
Priest. Intercessor, King, and Pro- 
phet—the Lord our righteousness, 
wisdom, sanctification, goodness— 
our redemption, our sals ation, and 
our hiding place; the author and 
finisher of our salvation—our faith, 
our exceeding great reward, migh- 
ty to save and strong to deliver—— 
God of the whole earth; besides him 
there is no other God. We must 
be diligent—we must persevere to 
the end—we must take heed to our 
feet, and ponder our way and ways; 
our inward way and outward way— 
we must pray for oneanother. We 
ought to exhort, and must exhort 
oneanother to go on, to persevere, 
and be active in well doing, and con- 
tinue on and persevere to the end,” 


TO HIS MOTHER. 
“United States ship Cyane, 
Curacoa, (I. C.) 7th Nov. 1822. 

“] teel myself criminal in not writ- 
ing to you by the brig Fame, 
which sailed a day or two since, for 
New-York. Since I wrote you 
from La Guira, it has pleased the 
Lord for wise and merciful pur- 
poses, to visit this ship with sick- 
ness. Every officer in the ward- 
room, has been indisposed, one of 
whom Lieut. Eakin, of New-York, 
after a few days illness, died; and 
Lieut. Nicholson, of the Spark, a 
few days before. We have lost one 
of our Surgeon’s mates, Mr. Pell, 
of New-York, and two of our men; 
all of whom died while we were 
lying off La Guira;—and we have 
lost two more since we have been 
here, within four days, besides send- 
ing off eight invalids in the Fame; 
and landing at the Hospital in this 
place, sixteen more—the latter num- 
ber are doing well—The captain 
has been very ill, butis tolerably well 
again. The First Lieutenant was 
seriously indisposed at one time, 
but is up and about. The Fourth 
Lieutenant has been sick one half 
the time, since we left the Chesa- 
peake. 
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“Horrid to relate, there has been 
more abominations, awful impreca- 
tions, blasphemies, and wickedness, 


than I ever witnessed in so short a 


time. I have mentioned once, if 
not twice, that I should not wonder 
if our cruise should be cursed eve- 
ry instant, every moment. and every 
hour. Indeed, ever since I lett the 
United States, I have felt, ag it 
were, an ominous spirit—a some- 
thing. This cruise will bea cruize 
of patience, self-denial, and trial, 
from a variety of circumstances, 
which were not foreseen, nor can 
we guard against those, which may 
befall us. Whatever they may be, 
my mind is made up to meet them 
by divine grace, with patience, re- 
signation, fortitude, and forbearance. 
I enjoy good health and spirits. 
Why am I thus favoured and bless- 
ed, and preserved amidst deserved 
judgments? Is it for my righteous- 
ness, wisdom, good works, or any 
thing that I can do? No! sacred 
truth declares my righteousness 1s 
nothing more than filthy rags. The 
Lord my God is pleased to preserve 
me, for his own sake—because his 
mercies fail not—because the great 
God delights in mercy; above all, 
the blessed Redeemer’s interces- 
sion faileth not. O, that I had 
meekness, humility, and possessed 
the mind that is in Christ my Lord 
and my God. O that! could spend 
the remainder of my days in Chris- 
tian love and harmony with all the 
world—without giving offence or 
occasioning pain to the meanest of 
my fellow-creatures. Far removed 
from the means of grace in the visi- 
ble Church, continue to remember 
me in your morning and evening 
sacrifices, which, | am _ confident 
ascends up as acceptable incense 
before God the Father, through the 
jntercession of God the Son, and 
answered through the applications 
and influences of God the Holy Ghost, 
of the merits of the great Sacri- 
fice.” 


i list 
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“77, S. ship Tout 
La Guyra Roads, Dec. 14, 1872. 

“Dean Moruer: The rod is still 
held overus. We have on our sick 
men. One of the officers 
will, | expect, return, from indispo- 
sition. My health is better than 
ever—-my spirits better than usual, 
I possess a freedom of thought and 
mind, which I am not sensible of 
having experienced betore. These 
undeserved blessings are, however, 
accompanied with a slight soreness 
of the breast, which, no doubt, is to 





' remind me, that there ts nothing sta- 


| ble in this world--no good in this 














life without its alloy. If it were 
otherwise. we might forget the band 
that sustains us—the God in whom 
we move, live, and have our being. 
This soreness has brought to mind, 
more than once, the illness of my 
dear little sister Lucretia, and her 
death. Whether this is a merciful 
intimation of my near approaching 
dissolution, the future indications of 
of the Divine Will, will illustrate.* 
At present, I experience a wonder- 
ful change in body and mind, thro’. 
out. A few weeks since, through 
extreme deadness, both of body and 
mind, I felt as if I were stepping 
into the grave; showing by my coun 
tenance and actions, the symptoms 
of bodily infirmities. But the Lord 
my God has delivered me out of 
them all, not for my righteousness, 
wisdom, good works, but for the 
sake of our Great High Priest, who 
ever liveth to make intercession for 
us, pleading in our behalf, in the 
courts of Heaven, before the Father, 
his precious merits, sufferings and 
death—His precious blood, which 
he spilt upon the cross, his death 
and resurrection—His triumphant 
ascension up into Heaven—His vic- 
tory over the powers of darkness, 
the grave and death; extracting the 
sting of death, which is sin. Pray 
for me.” 


_ *He died on the 22d of June follow- 
ing. 
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The seventh annual Report of the Ameri- 
can Society for Colonizing the free 
Pesple of Colour of the United States. 
With the warmest gratitude and 

invigorated hope, the Board record 

the events connected with their in- 
stitution during the past year. 
Aware of the exposed and suffer- 
ing condition of the colony, the Man- 
agers procecded, immediately after 
the publication of their last Report, 
notwithstanding the unfavourable 
season, to select emigrants and ob- 
tain supplies for anexpedition. Ef- 
forts had been previously, but un- 
successfully, made to accomplish 
this object, and the delay was oc- 
casioned by circumstances which 
the Board could not control. Dr. 

Ayres, whose previous exertions as 

the government agent had been so 

important, consented to return; six- 
ty-one coloured persons were re- 
ceived as colonists, and the brig Os- 
wego, Capt. Wightman, was char- 
tered to convey this reinforcement, 
with its stores to Africa. At this 
crisis, most alarming intelligence 
was received from the Colony. 

In the hope of relieving them- 


_ selves from strangers whose opera- 


tions began to excite apprehension, 
and of pillaging their dwellings, all 
the tribes in the vicinity of the Cape 


Ahad combined for the destruction of 


the settlement, and strengthened by 
numerous mercenary warriors from 
the interiour, had proceeded to vio- 
Tent and repeated attacks. Though 
the whole military force of the Co- 
Jony did not at this time exceed 
thirty men, yet their favourable posi- 
tion, superior arms and skill, and val- 
orous spirit enabled them to repel, 
on the 8th of November, 800 of the 
natives, and on the Ist of December, 
according to the estimation of the 
Agent, nearly double this number, 
with a loss of only four killed and 
three wounded, 

The same letters which informed 
the Board of this unfortunate contest, 
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ities, in consequence of the consent 
of the natives, to refer all matters 
of difference to the Government of 
Sierra Leone. ‘Though the intelli- 
gent and manly resistance of the 
settlers contributed in no small 
degree to discourage the assailants, 
yet for the truce just mentioned, 
the Colony was principally indebted 
to the kind interference of several 
British naval officers, particularly te 
that of Capt. Laing, the celebrated 
African traveller, whose familiar ac- 
quaintance with the native character 
gave facility and advantage te his 
negotiations.* 

Though this information was re- 
ceived only a few days before the 
departure of the Oswego, and when 
the colonists were already assembled 
for embarkation, yet duty as well as 
policy demanded, that it should not 
be concealed; that those who were 
about to link all their temporal 
interests with the destinies of the 
establishment in Africa, should not 
be left ignorant of its condition and 
prospects. A full statement was 
therefore made to them of all the 
facts just related; they were told that 
before them were trials, perhaps 
death: that a Colony could survive 
in Africa only through the efforts of 
energetic patient, and fearless men; 
that fegrets would be too late when 
they were landed on a distant shore; 
that they were now at full liberty to 
remain in this country; yet the Board 
record it with pleasure, as an hon- 
ourable instance of resolution, that 
no change was expressed in the 
purpose of a single individual. The 
Oswego sailed from Baltimore on 
the 16th of April, and arrived at 
Cape Montserado on the 24th of 
May. The joy excited at the Col- 
ony by this event cannot be describ- 
ed. Unfortunately, the war, and 
subsequent attention to works of 
defence, had prevented any duc 
preparation for the reception of 


* Appendix, papers marked A. 
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emigrants, and though this cir-| 
cumstance must have occasioned | 
deep regret, at the commencement | 
of the rains it was peculiarly cis- 
tressing. <A fever soon commenc- 


ed, and spread with great rapidity | 
| practicable! 


amongst the new colonists.— | 
This was not unexpected; and con- 
sidering the previous exertions of 
these people to unload the ship, | 
their wretched accommodations, 
their early deprivation of the per- 
sonal attentions of Dr. Ayres, who 
was among the first seized by the 
disease; the occurrence of eight 
deaths, furnishes in the view of the 
Board, no reason for change in the 
Opinion which they have entertained 
ef the African climate. Let it be 
remembered, that this fever has 
been generally mild, and that it has 
appeared in no instance among those 
who have resided one year at the 
Colony. A tropical climate is al- 
ways trying for a short season, to 
foreign constitutions, and the air of 
Montserado is, the Board are well 
convinced, pregnant with no danger, 
which is not annually encountered 
by thousands who emigrate to the 
West Indies, or to the low lands of 
our southern states. 

Nothing surely, can be more un- 
philosophical, than to attribute an ef- 
fect to one cause rather than to ano- 
ther, when various causes exist, any 
one of which may with the same 
probability have produced it, or to 
consider an effect as resulting from 
one only of several existing causes, 
which is most frequently produced 
by their combined power. Every 
intelligent and candid man must per- 
ceive, that the mortality among the 
colonists in Africa may be imput- 
ed to other single causes with no 
less propriety than to the influence of 
climate, and that to consider the cli- 
mate as alone efficient in the produc- 
tion ot this mortality, would be to 
leave unnoticed circumstances which 
all history will show, have in their si- 
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destructive to human life. One half 
of the emigrants who landed at Ply- 
mouth, in the winter of 1620, died 
before spring. Did this fact furnish 
ground for the conclusion that the 
settlement of New-England was im- 
The affirmative of this 
question might be consistently main- 
tained by him, who, from the misfor- 
tunes which,have impeded the pro- 
gress of our Society, can deduce an 
argument to prove its design without 
wisdom, and its success impossible. 

And here the Board cannot but 
advert to the misrepresentations, 
which have through the sedulity of 
opposers, obtained an extensive cir- 
culation, and endeavour by the ex- 
hibition of a few facts, to remove 
any false impressions which these 
fictitious reports may have left on 
the public mind. 

Since the origin of the Society, 
two hundred and twenty-five emi- 
grants, exclusive of those now on 
their passage in the ship Cyrus, have 
sailed to Africa under the patron- 
age of the Board. ‘The census re- 
ceived with the last letters from Dr. 
Ayres, states the number then at 
the Colony to be one bundred and 
forty. Let it not be supposed that 
this diminution of numbers has 
resulted from mortality alone.— 
Previous to the purchase of Cape 
Montserado, several discontented 
individuals abandoned the Colony 
and settled at Sierra Leone, others 
returned to this country. Informa- 
tion of forty-six deaths only have 
been received by the Board.— 
That more have occured the Board 
have no reason to believe. Twen- 
ty-two of these were among the pas- 
sengers in the Elizabeth, the first 
vessel sent by the Society to Africa, 
and occurred soon after her arrival, 
near the commencement of the 
rains, through the unhealthiness of 
the spot on which, for a season, they 
were compelled to reside, and vari- 
ous other causes, by which future 
emigrants can never be affected.— 
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Four others took place while the 
colonists were at Sierra Leone, two 
of them only were the result of fc- 
ver. Twenty others have take: 

lace at the Colony since its estab- 
isiment at Cape Montserado early 
in the spring of 1822; of these, four 
were killed in the recent contest 
with the natives; two were drowned, 
one died at the age of eighty though 
gradual decay, and one perished 
through his own rashness. Four 
others were children under four 
years of age. Now the Board ap- 
peal to the candour of their coun- 
trymen, and ask whether, when the 
difficulties and trials which must 
for a season, be inevitably experienc- 
ed by every new settlement on a dis- 
tant and barbarous shore, are duly 
considered; the facts just related, 
furnish reasons to conclude that the 
establishment of a Colony in Africa 
is impracticable? 

Mention has been already made 
of the friendly aid afforded to the 
Colony, when in circumstances of 
extreme peril, by the officers and 
crew of His Britanic Majesty’s 
schooner, the Prince Regent. To 
secure a compliance on the part of 
the natives with the terms of the 
treaty concluded by Capt. Laing, 
the commander of this vessel, Cap- 
tain M’Coy, permitted Midshipman 
Gordon and eleven sailors, belonging 
to the Driver, who nobly offered 
themselves to the service, to remain 
at the Colony until affairs should be 
finally adjusted. 

The purposes of heaven are too 
dark and deep for the scrutiny of 
mortals; they frustrate our best con- 
certed measures, and frequently re- 
sign the noble-hearted to trials and 
death, on the very field of honoura- 
ble and disinterested action. In the 
midst of his zealous efforts for the 
benefit of the Colony, Mr. Gordon 
was attacked by an inflammatory 
fever, which, on the 25th of Decem- 
ber, terminated his life, and by the 


conclusion of the first week in Jan- 
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vars. eight of his companions had 
shared the same fate. 

“At the time of Mr. Gordon’s 
decease,” savs Mr. Ashmun, “seve- 
ral vessels, two of which were arm- 
ed cruizers, were lying at the Cape, 
and we were enabled on the follow- 
ing dav to pay our last respects to 
his remains by interring them, 
shrouded in the British flag, with the 
=" of war. The procession 
was composed of guards, a band of 
musicians, physician, clergyman, 
pall bearers, carriers, and nearly 
every individual of the Colony who 
was able to walk to the grave. The 
whole was conducted with that de- 
cent solem ity, which bespoke the 
deep feeling ofa large proportion of 
those who assisted on the occasion, 
for Mr. Gordon’s amiable qualities 
could not fail to recommend him to 
all his acquaintance.” The language 
of the Society’s Agent, when com- 
municating the intelligence of this 
melancholy event to Lieut. Rotie- 
ray, commander of his Britannic 
Majesty’s brig Snapper, is so perti- 
nent, and accords so entirely with 
the feelings of the Board, that they 
beg leave here to introduce it. “To 
express the regret I feel, (says this 
gentleman) that a measure so full of 
benevolence as the leaving this little 
force with us, should have so disas- 
trous an issue, it is superfluous to 
attempt, as I should but wrong my 
own feelings.” 

“We have derived from the pre- 
sence of these unfortunate men a 
great benefit; it assisted in a power- 
ful manner to allay the warlike spi- 
rit of the natives; inspired a fresh 
spirit of resolution into our people, 
and relieved them for nearly three 
weeks from a part of their almost 
insupportable burthens. I shall rest 
it, he continues, with the honour of 
my government, to make such an 
acknowledgment of the favours ren- 
dered by the officers and other a- 
gents of vours employed on this 
coast, as justice and a proper esti- 
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mate of the beneficial influence o. 
international favours, given and re. 
ceived, plainly dictate.” 

Several children who had been 
taken captive from the settlement 
during the war, were on the return 
of peace, immediately restored. An 
advantageous trade was commenced 
with the tribes in the interior, and 
belore the arrival of the Osw 
the condition of the Colony wae 
dently improved. The United 
States’ sloop of war Cyane, Capt. 
Spence, had been at the Colony in 
the month of April, and her officers 
and crew left there the monuments 
of their zealous and persevering 
exertions. It is impossible to est- 
mate two highly the services of Capt 
Spence and his generous compan- 
ions. When informed of the suffer- 
ings of the Colony, they immediate- 
ly repaired to Sierra Leone, fitted 
for sea the schooner Augusta, be 
longing to the United States, and 
hastening to the Colony, offered it 
most cheerfully every aid in their 
power. Though the cruize of the 
Cyane had already been protracted 
in an unhealthy climate, Captain 
Spence resolved without hesitation 
to remain so long on the coast as 
should be necessary to complete a 
work of defence, and make suitable 
provision for the approaching rains. 
He furnished the Colony with sup- 
plies and ammunition, built a house 
for the Agent, and erected a tower 
of strong mason work, which, 
though somewhat injured by the 
subsequent rains, will it is believed, 
prove an entire defence against the 
barbarians. Having nearly accom- 
plished his design, this efficient of- 
ficer was interrupted in his exertions 
by the sickness of his crew, increas- 
ed no doubt by the burning sun of 
that climate, and he was compelled 
to leave the Colony on the 15th of 
April, 

The benevolence and zeal of 
Capt. Spence on this occasion, are 
the more striking, from the circum- 
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-tance of his labouring under great 
debility from a fever contracted 
during a cruize of several months 
previous in the West Indies. 

Determine, however, to neglect 
nothing, hich might contribute to 
the results expected by government 
from an Agency on the African 
coast, Capt. Spence instructed Lt 
Dashiell to take command of the 
Augusta, with a crew of six white 
and six coloured men, and to cruize 
in the vicinity of the Colony, for the 
purpose of at once subserving its 
interests and aiding in the suppres- 
sion of the slave trade. 

The Board deeply regret to say 
that Lieutenant Dashiell died at Si- 
erra Leone, on the 22d of June.— 
This mournful event has deprived 
the navy of an able officer, and the 
church of a distineuished christian. 
Midshipman R. R. M’Mullin suc- 
ceeded him in the command of the 
Augusta, which is still on the coast 
of Africa. 

The duties of the Agency being 
found very arduous, Mr. Richard 
Seton, first clerk of the Cyane, high- 
ly recommended by Capt. Spence, 
consented to remain for a season at 
the Colony, and assist in a work 
evidently too great for a single in- 
dividual. His services though valu- 
able, were short; a violent fever 
soon reduced him to extreme weak- 
ness, he lingered for some months 
and died in the Oswego on his re- 
turn to the United States. If it is 
glorious to die for one’s country, 
surely those who fall while aiding 
the cause of humanity, liberty, vir- 
tue, in a distant land, fall nobly, and 
deserve a grateful and lasting re- 
membrance, 

Since the arrival of Dr. Ayres, 
the number of buildings at the Colo- 
ny has been considerably increased; 
certain irregular habits among the 
younger emigrants corrected; and 
a system of government adopted, 
which promises to exert an efficient 
and most salytary influence. The 
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division of the land in the vicinity of 
the settlement, among the several 
families, has before this, no doubt, 
been effected, as Dr. Ayres ob- 
serves in his last communication, “1 
have fixed upon the Ist of Novem- 
ber for the time when all rations will 
cease to be delivered except to in- 
valids.” Such a division must min- 
ister every encouragement to indus- 
try, the great promoter of virtue, 
peace, and universal prosperity. 
» The evidences of public favour 
which the Board have received dur- 
ing the year, have afforded the high- 
est encouragement, and they can no 
longer doubt that a general know- 
ledge of their plans will be succeed- 
ed by the common and vigorous el- 
forts of the country to execute them, 
and that the design of the Coloniza- 
tion Society, notwithstanding the 
opposition it has experienced, will 
yet be consummated by the com- 
bined energies of a nation, and ap- 
proved by the civilized world. A 
thousand powerful minds, scattered 
throughout the Union, are at work 
for this institution; the objects which 
it is intended to promote are every 
where becoming subjects of thought 
and conversation, and the spirit of 
dee» concern for its result is rapidly 
extending, securing to it the coun- 
sels of wisdom, the donations of 
wealth, and the prayers of religion. 
During the spring, the Society 
for Inquiry concerning Missions, in 
the Theological Seminary at Ando- 
ver, thought proper to make the 
Colonization Society a subject for 
investigation. A committee appoint- 
ed for the purpose prepared a re- 
port comprising the principal facts 
in the history of our Society, and 
presenting what was deemed a fair 
view of its claims to patronage.— 
This report was written with great 
ability, and produced uncommon 
excitement. When presented, 
there was a unanimous and_heart- 
felt expression of regard for the 
cause of the Colonization Society, 
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and a resolution adopted to appeal 
to the public in its behalf. That 
this might be done with the great- 
est advantage, two gentlemen were 
requested to proceed to Washing. 
ton and confer with the members of 
the Board. They were according- 
ly present at a meeting in June, and 
the Board received from them much 
j rtant intelligence, as well as 
Worl suggestions deserving very 
serious consideration. 

During the deliberations at this 
time, the Board resolved to repre- 
sent, without delay, in a public ad- 
dress, the necessity for an immedi- 
ate augmentation of their funds; to 
appoint agents in different states, to 
solicit coutributions and form auxi- 
liary socicties; to issue a prospectus 
of a periodical work to be published 
under the direction of the Board 
whenever the number of subscribers 
should be adequate to its support; 
and to leave neglected no possible 
means of increasing the numbers 
and resources of the Colony before 
the return of the rainy season. 

The Rev. Chester Wright, of 
Montpelier, Vt. one of the earliest 
and most efficient friends to the So- 
ciety, kindly consented to accept a 
commission of agency for a few 
weeks in New-England, and though 
many obstacles were thrown in his 
way, his indefatigable exertions have 
greatly advanced the cause. As- 
sisted by the Rev. Leonard Bacon, 
a young gentleman to whom. the 
Board are greatly indebted for an 
able review of their Reports, first 
published in the Christian Spectator, 
and since copied in various periodi- 
cal works, the efforts of Mr. Wright 
have excited an iaterest in the north- 
ern churches, which the Board 
trust, will be permanent. The re- 
cent donation from the Vermont 
Society, proves that the Board may 
expect most important assistance 
from New-England. 

In the State of New-York, the 
Rev. Loring D. Dewey has perfor- 
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med with distinguished zeal and ac- 
tivity, for some months, the duties 
of agent, and by tvs unremitted en- 
deavours, effected the establishment | 
of several auxiliary societies. An | 
association of this kind in New-York | 
city, which has existed for several 
years, seems to have experienced a 
reanimating influence, and m their 
recent report the managers record 
with pleasure “their firm and wnal- 
terable conviction in favour of the 
great cause in which they are en- | 
listed.”” They believe it to be a 
project not only practicable, but | 





pregnant with the greatest blessings || 


to humanity. | 

From the Report of the Rev. 
Wm. M’Kenney, recently employ- | 
ed as agent for three months in | 
Delaware and on the Eastern Shore | 
of Maryland and Virginia, the Board | 
conclude that the opinions and sen- | 
timents entertained by the most en- | 
lightened people in those pes | 
are decidedly favourable to their | 
object. Though compelled by se- | 
vere illness to desist for some weeks | 
from his exertions, Mr. M‘Kenney | 
has presented the plans of the Co- | 
lonization Society to the considera- | 
tion of many intelligent men, ap- | 
pealed to the churches for aid, as- 
sisted in the formation of several 
auxiliary institutions, and thus ren- 
dered important services to the ge- 
neral cause. Mr. M‘Kenney every 
where received the kindest atten- 
tion, and was assured by the distin- 
guished men, that on their part no- 
thing should be neglected which 
might be calculated to cherish or 
extend the flame which he had kin- 
dled, or by the adoption of mea- 
sures for general and systematic 
collections, minister aid to the great 
enterprise in which the Society is 
engaged. 

The recent formation of auxiliary 
societies in Richmond, Petersburg, 
and Portsmouth, Virginia; the emi- 
nent names enrolled among their 
members; the liberal donations al- 
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ready transmitted; and the deep in- 
terest expressed in the operations of 
the parent Society, are circumstan- 
ces recorded by the Board with pe- 
culiar pleasure, not only as import- 
ant immediate benefits, but as aus- 
picious omens of far greater good. 

Three very respectable societies 
have also been organized in this 
District, and promise considerable 
aic to the parent institution. To 
whom, indeed, can the Board look 
for support, at times when unex- 
pected, immediate, and energetic 
action is demanded, and of course, 
when no assistance can be derived 
trom distant friends, unless to those 
in their vicinity who have professed 
their regard for the Society; who 
are almost necessarily acquainted 
with its difficulties, and can inspect 
all its operations? 

And why may not similar auxili- 
ary institutions be formed in most 
of the counties and towns through- 
out the Union? ‘Two or three indi- 
viduals, possessed of zeal, industry, 
and perseverance in any degree like 
that which the cause merits, would, 
it is believed, seldom make an at- 
tempt to concentrate opinion, and 
collect donations in their neighbour- 
hood in aid of the parent Society, 
without success. 

At the session of the Synod of 
North-Carolina, held in Fayetteville 
in September last, it was resolved 
“to recommend to each of its min- 
isters to take such measures as 
might be necessary during the ensu- 
ing year, for informing himself re- 
specting the origin, progress, and 
present state of the Colonization So- 
ciety, and respecting its transactions 
to the present date, and to take oc- 
casion to preach one discourse, at 
least, to his congregations, in the 
course of the year upon this impor- 
tant subject.” This resolution was 
received without a dissenting voice. 
—Resolutions expressing the most 
cordial approbation of the design of 
our Society, were, about this time, 
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unanimously adopted by the synods 
of Philadelphia and Virginia. The 
General Convention of the Protes 
tant Episcopal Church, the Gene- 
ral Baptist Convention, and the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
churches have, it is well known, 
given their sanction to the enterprise 
of the Board. The Board cannot 
record these honourable and auspi- 
cious movements among the minis- 
ters of religion, without devout ack- 
nowledgments to their great Bene- 
factor, and an earnest prayer for his 
future benediction. 

Nothing, surely, could afford the 
Board more sincere gratification, 
than ‘o be able in the prosecution of 
their design, to assist, in a manner 
and degree, however humble, the 
benevolent and magnanimous inten- 
tions of the national government to- 
wards such Africans as may be im- 
ported into the country in contra- 
vention to the laws: and the belief 
that they may have contributed in 
any measure to the utility of the go- 
vermental agency on the African 
coast, is a powerful motive for fu- 
ture and undiminished exertion.— 
And here, the Board beg leave to 
introduce from the January number 
of the North American Review, 
from the pen of the Reverend Jared 
Sparks, ap entire account of certain 
captured Africans who have been 
recently transported to the Colony 
under the protection of the United 
States. Those who would see a 
coucise history of the progress, and 
a lucid exposition of the views of 
the Colonization Society, will find 
the whole article worthy an attentive 
perusal 

* Some weeks ago,” says the 
writer, “a vessel came into the har- 
bour of Baltimore, which from vari- 
ous circumstances was thought to 
have negroes unlawtullvy detained 
ov board. So strong was the ground 
of suspicion, that a few individuals 
took on themselves the responsibili- 
ty of searching the vessel, and they 
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‘ound concealed eleven negroes, 
who were foreigners, incapable of 
speaking or understanding the En- 
glish language. A prosecution was 
accordingly entered against the tap- 
tain as being engaged im the slave- 
trade; but as he affirmed, that the 
negroes were his own property law- 
fully acquired, and no proot to the 
contrary could be adduced, he was 
acquitted. The law demands that 
in all doubtful claims to the proper- 
ty of slaves, the labour of proof 
shall rest with the claimant, and as 
the captain in the present case, 
could produce no such proof, the 
negroes were detained by the court, 
although he was permitted to es- 
cape. Through the humanity of 
some of the active members of the 
Colonization Society, these negroes 
were provided for by being distri- 
buted among several families in the 
neighbourhood of Baltimore, to re- 
main tll they should learn the lan- 
guaye and be able to express their 
wishes in regard to their future des- 
unation, 

“Fortunately, about this time, a 
young African by the name of Wil- 
kinson, a native of the Susoo coun- 
try on the Rio Pongas, arrived in 
Baltimore. Some years ago, a 
chief of the Susoos entrusted two 
of his sons to the care of the captain 
of a French vessel, trading in the 
Rio Pongas, who promised to take 
them to the West Indies, have them 
educated, and return them at the 
end of four years. When the stipu- 
lated time had gone by, and nothing 
was heard of the boys, Wilkinson 
was despatched to the West Indies 
to search them out; he succeeded in 
finding them, but had the mortifica- 
tion to Jearn that the treacherous 
captain had not been true to his 
word; he had deserted the boys, and 
they were turned over to work with 
the slaves. Wilkinson recovered 
them, however, without difficulty, 
sent them to their father, and came 
himself to Baltimore to take pas- 
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sage home in the Colonization Pac- 
ket. He had already been several 
years in England, and spoke ou! 
language with fluency. Soon after 
his arrival he visited some of the re- 
captured Africans just mentioned, 
and discovered that they came from 
the region bordering on his owt 
country, and spoke a dialect which 
he well understood, although it was 
not his native Susoo tongue. They 
were overjoyed at seeing a person 
with whom they could converse 
but were incredulous when he told 
them that they were free, and might 
return home if they chose. They 
said he was deceiving them, that 
they knew they were slaves, and 
should never again see their native 
land, their relatives and friends; so 
thoroughly were they impressed 
with the melancholy conviction of 
being in slavery, that no protesta- 
tions could make them believe in 
his entire sincerity. They exclaim- 
ed with raptures at the thought of 
freedom, and of going back to A fri- 
ca, but would not hope that such a 
dream could ever be realized. The 
situation of these persons was made 
known by the Colonization Society 
to the President of the United States, 
who said, that if proper certificates 
were given of their desire to return, 
the government would pay the ex- 
pense of transportation. The navy 
agent at Baltimore was ordered to 
have them examined. They were 
brought together for that purpose. 
and as the examination could only 
be carried on through Wilkinson as 
interpreter, he gave his testimony 
under oath. We shall speak of this 
interesting examination nearly in the 
words of Mr. Coale, secretary of the 
Baltimore auxiliary society, who 
was present and took an account of 
the proceedings in writing. The 
general question was put to them 
severally, whether they wished to 
remain in this country as freemen, 
or be sent to Montserado, and thence 
if practicable to their homes; Dow- 


AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 


| 
| 





413 


rey was the first called to answer. 
He was a chief in his own country, 
of whom Wilkinson had some 
knowledge ; he replied, “1 wish to 


go home, I wish to see my father, 


y wife, and children; I have been 


' at Montserado, I live but three day's 


walk from that place.” Barterou 


_ answered, “Let me go home, I have 
a wife, I have two children, I five a 
—morning’s walk from Dewrey.”— 








The next person called was Mou- 
sah, the son of a highly respectable 
chief, with whom Wilkinson was 
personally acquainted; he had been 
living with Gen. Harper, and when 
asked if he was not disposed to re- 
main and be instructed, and go home 
hereafter and teach his country 
men, he replied: “General Harper 
is a good man, he will give me 
clothes and food, and be kind tome, 
but he cannot give me my wife and 
children.” When the general qués- 
lion was put to Cubangerie, he re- 
plied: “Why do you ask this ques- 
tion over and over? I am so re- 
joiced at the thoughts of returning, 
that 1 want words to express my- 
self. Do you not know that nothing 
is so dear asa man’s home?” Moazé 
zey said, “my mother is living, my 
father is living, I have two sisters, 
I shall be grateful to those who send 
me to my family and friends.” The 
answer of Fanghah was, “1 shall be 
joyful to go home, I have a father, 
mother, wife, sister, and three chil- 
dren to meet me in my own coun- 
try.” Corree said that all he desir- 
ed was to be landed in Africa, and 
he should soon find his way home. 
Banbah made nearly the same reply. 

“After these eight persons were 
examined, they expressed great anx- 
iety to be joined by two of their 
companions not present. These 
had been placed with a man, who, 
it seems, was not willing to part 
with them, and had reported that 
they wished to remain. This prov- 
ed a false pretence, set up witha 
view to profit by the labuur of the 
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negroes; and whatever may be the 

wer of the law in such a case, it 
will be difficult to make it appear in 
the eye of justice, in any better light 
than the crime of being engaged in 
the slave-trade. A writ on a ficti- 
tious suit was taken out against 
the negroes, and they were thus 
released from thraldom and brought 
to the place of examination. 
When they arrived, their compani- 
ons sprang with ecstacies to meet 
them, embraced them again and 
again, caught them in their arms, 
raised them from the ground, and 
continued for half an hour at inter- 
vals to embrace and shake them by 
the hand. Nothing could exceed 
their joy at being told that they were 
free, and would sail in a day or two 
for Africa. 

“These ten persons thus provi- 
dentially rescued from perpetual 
slavery, and made happy in the anti- 
cipations of again beholding their 
native land, and of carrying gladness 
to many a weeping, disconsolate 
heart, owed their deliverance chiefly 
to the Colonization Society. 
have gone home, to prove to their 





countrymen and friends, that white | 





AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY. 











They |, 


! 


-——— 


men are not all barbarians, traffick- \ 
ers in human flesh, and artificers of || 


human misery; but that the flame of | 


benevolent fecling may sometimes 
kindle and burn even in the breasts 
of this portion of their race, whom 
they had hitherto known only as 
catchers of their own species, and 
workers in crime. 

“We know not the spring of other 
men’s joys, but as for ourselves, 
call it weakness or enthusiasm, or 
what you will, we frankly confess, 
that the heartfelt delight of having 
been instrumental in restoring these 
men to freedom and happiness, 
would have been to us a double 
compensation for all the embarrass- 
ments, rebuffs, and obstacles, nu- 
merous and severe as they have 
been, which the members of the 
Society have thus far experienced. 
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Had they brought to pass from the 
beginning only this one deed, we 
would lift up our voice in praise of 
their noble achievement, and say 
they had been blessed with a good 
reward. ‘hese rescued Africans, 
full of gratitude to their deliverers, 
sailed with Wilkinson in the Fideli- 
ty, for Montserado, in October last. 
Dr. Ayres had directions to send 
them home as soon as they arrived.” 

The Board rejoice to say, that the 
slave-trade seems to have been less 
extensively carried on during the 
last year, and to express their be- 
lief, that few American citizens now 
share in the gains of this atrocious 
trafick. ‘The earnestness and deci- 
sion evinced by the government of 
the United States in its efforts to a- 
bolish this cruel trade; the oppro- 
brium and punishment attached by 
Congress to a violation of its enact- 
ments on this subject; particularly, 
its recent determination to consider 
such violation piracy, and to neglect 
no reasonable means of detecting 
transgressors, have almost, if not 
entirely, restrained this traffick un- 
der the American flag, and promise 
to exert a benign and powerful in- 
fluence upon the laws of the whole 
civilized world. > 

The encouragement given to the 
publication proposed by the Board, 
is at present insufficient to justify its 
appearance, though from the com- 
munications of their friends, the 
Managers are induced to hope, that 
they shall soon be enabled to com- 
mence it. The character of this 
work must depend in no inconside- 
rable degree upon information de- 
rived from the Colony, and to ren- 
der it worthy of general patronage, 
a regular and frequent correspond- 
ence with the Agent there, will be 
indispensable. Intercourse with the 
Colony has already been greatly fa- 
cilitated by the establishment of a 
trading company in Baltimore; and 
the Board are happy to state that 
the arrangements now making by 
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sovernment, to guard the African 
coast, by vessels to succeed each 
other in cruizes of short duration, 
will probably afford the means of 
easy, frequent, and safe communi- 
cation. 

A large number of free people of 
colour have the last year sought the 
patronage of the Board, and the dis- 
position to emigrate to Africa seems 
coextensive with a knowledge of the 
motives to induce such emigration. 
lt were easy to excite enthusiasm 
on this subject, but the Board do nos 
desireit. The means will never equal 
the demands for transportation. 

The resolution adopted by the 
Board, in the month of June, to in- 
crease, if possible, the strength of 
the Colony during the present sea- 
son, has not been neglected. By 
incessant effort such means have 
been obtained, as, though not equal 
to the expense necessarily incurred, 
have induced the Board to charter 
a vessel; and they are happy to an- 
nounce the departure of the ship 
Cyrus, on the tenth of January last, 
with more than one hundred emi- 
grants. These people were all 
from Petersburg, Richmond, and 
the lower country of Virginia.— 
Most of them were, it is believed, 
inferior in intelligence, industry, and 
morality, to none of their class in the 
country. Among these is the Rev. 
Colston M. Waring, a respectable 
coloured preacher, who, after hav- 
ing visited the Colony, now returns 
with his wife and children, anda 
considerable number of his pious 
and affectionate flock. May the ben- 
ediction of heaven attend them; may 
the purity of their lives recommend 
christianity to barbarians; may reli- 
gion console them amid all the dis- 
couragements of their work. 

The Board state with pleasure 
that the expense of transportation to 
Africa is far less than has been sup- 
posed. One hundred emigrants 
have been taken out in the Cyrus, 
liberally supplied with provisions for 
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twenty-six hundred dollars, making 
the cost of each individual twenty- 
six dollars. Even this sum will, the 
soard are convinced, suffer a very 
considerable reduction when the re- 
sources of the Colony shall be so 
augmented as to allow of the simul- 
taneous arrival of larger reiniorce- 
ments. 
In conclusion, the Board venture 
to express the hope, that the time is 
not remote, when the hearts of all 
the people in this cOuntry shall be 
set as the heart of one man, to ad- 
vance the cause of Colonization; 
when the state governments, and 
even Congress shall bring its migh- 
ty power to the execution of a plan, 
which the Society most earnestly, 
but in weakness, endeavour to pro- 
mote ; a plan, fraught with the rich- 
est benefits for a suffering and de- 
graded people, most intimately, es- 
sentially connected with the wealth, 
strength, and glory of our country. 
In our national constitution, young 
and vigorous as it is, there exists a 
disease, growing with our growth 
and strengthening with our strength, 
which, unless remedied, will ruin us, 
possibly by slow decay, probably by 
sudden violence. Loudly then, as 
by an"Angel’s voice, are we called 
upon to awake, and before age has 
fixed our habits, and the poison be- 
come mingled in the fount of life, 
make those exertions, which may 
secure perpetual strength, purchase 
immortal glory, and save us from 
terrors, darkening as we advance, 
which invest the future with clouds 
of misterious and tremendons calam- 
ity. Whatever may be the fate of 
their cause, trusting in God, the 
Board will persevere; for, in the 
prosecution of an enterprize, prom- 
ising such benevolent such splendid 
results, they seek no higher praise 
than that of having exhibited the 
spirit ascribed by the poet to the 
stern and unconquerable Roman, 
Cuncia terrarum subacta 
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EXPLANATIONS BY THE “OHIO LAYMAN.”’ 


Since the above Report was pen- 
ned, Dr. Ayres has arrived in this 
country. ITlis statements are such 
as to aliford the strongest encour 
agement to the iriends of our Soci- 
ety; wdecd, the question whethera 
Colony can be established in Africa, 
secius to be decided in the affirm- 
ative. Lhe emigrants were left in 
the enjoyment of youd health, and 
had commenced the cultivation of 
ther grounds. Constant attention, 
until very recently, to works of de- 
fence, has prevented any very con 
siderable unprove ..ents; yet, as the 
Colony is now considered secure 
from the power of the natives, we 
may expect its prosperity rapidly to 
advance. It must, however, tor 
some time longer depend in part 
for a subsistence upon the charities 
of this country. Vegetables and 
corn will probably soon be raised in 
abundance, but the articles of meat 
and clothing must for one or two 
years be received from the United 
States. Supplies for the Colony 
are at this time demanded. The 
Board of Managers appeal to their 
friends for aid. ‘Those who have 
confided in the generosity of the So- 
ciety, must not be abandoned. The 
several auxiliary socicties are most 
earnestly requested to transmit im- 
mediately such funds as they may 
possess, or as they may find it pos- 
sible to obtain. May the liberality 
of the American people correspond 
to the greatness of the cause. 


THE “OHLO LAYMAN,” 


It was our intention not to have admit- 
ted into our work, any further re- 
marks, for the present, on the subject 
discussed by “An Ohio Layman” and 
“J. M.”; but the temper and spirit of 
the following communication, as well 
as the undoubted right to which every 
writer is entitled, to correct his own 
errors, and make such apologies as 
he may deem proper towards those 
who may consider themselves in any 
way injured, induce us to give place 
to the following.—[£d. 











[For the Repertory.} 
Cincinnati, May 26th, 1824, 

The Ohio Layman wishes to make 
a lew explanations, in relation to his 
Review of Bishop Hobart’s Notes, 
and other matters connected with 
ihe same subject. 

[t is stated in the review that the 
resolution of the Standing Commit- 
tee of the General Seminary assert- 
ed ‘not the oftinion of the Commit- 
tee, but the fact,” that the General 
Seminary was peculiarly entitled to 
patronage. This is altogether in- 
correct. The resolution asserts the 


opinion of the Committee only, and 


not the fact’ The Layman cannot 


/ explain how a statement so incor- 


' rect was made. 


It was not inten- 


‘ tional, and he takes this occasion to 


acknowledye the error. 
The Layman regrets that he de- 
scribed the conduct of Bp. White 


in relation to the Ohio Seminary 


wg father to New York 


and Bp. Chase’s mission, as that of 
a step-father to the West and doat- 
‘The terms 
are improperly harsh and unkind; 


such as ought not, in any case, to 


be applied to an aged, venerable 
and beloved minister of Christ.— 
While the Layman adheres to his 


opinion that Bp. White took much 


too decided a part with Bp. Hobart, 


and against Bp. Chase, his better 


reflection convinces him that these 
terms ought not to have been used. 

Tie Layman also regrets describ- 
ing Bp. Hobart as the restless and 
turbulent diocesan of New York.— 
The terms are very strong ones, 


and, if strictly applicable, ought not 





to have been publicly applied by a 
member of a church to one of her 
highest ministers. 

The Layman has read the Stric- 
tures of “J. M.” upon his review: 
but he has no wish to make a pub- 
lic reply, even if the Repertory 
were hot shut against it. The argu- 
ment of the strictures is feeble, its 
expositions confuse, and its man- 
ner petulant and undignified. Men 
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of candid minds and sound judy. 
ments cannot fail to see that no po 
sition taken in the review is fairly 
met and answered.—Upon preju 
diced and excited partisans, an ar- 
gument in reply would make no be- 
neficial impression. 

In relation to Bp. White’s letter, 
the Layman begs leave to state, that 
he takes no pleasure in saying any 
thing which could possibly give the 
venerable prelate pain. But he 


must very briefly contest the justice | 
of Bp. White’s remarks, upon what | 
he has said of the office of presiding | 


Bishop. 

The Layman asserted that, in the 
first formation of the Convention, 
there were some bickerings on the 
subject of the presiding Bishop.— 
He did not assert that these bicker- 
ings took place in the House of Bi- 
shops. The fact was asserted upon 
the authority of the Memoirs of the 
Church,—and the Layman is satis- 


fied that every person, otherwise | 
unacquainted with the circumstan- | 
ces, would form the same opinion | 


from a perusal of that work. 

In page 200 it is stated, “There 
“ was another matter which threat- 
“ened the excitement of frersonal 
‘* resentments; but it was got over 
“as happily as the preceding.” 

This ocher matter was in relation 
to the office of presiding in the 
House of Bishops. All difficulty on 
the subject was avoided by Bishop 
Seabury omitting to attend in his 
place in the House of Bishops until 
the rule was altered, by which the of- 
fice of presiding was transferred from 
him to Bishop Provost.—And this 
was done in consequence of confer- 
ence and arrangements between Bi- 
shops Seabury and White, entered 
into purposely to “get over’’ the 
difficulty. Bishop White now in- 
forms us that “not a word was said 
by any of the Bishofis indicative of 
frersonal feeling.” In the Me- 
moirs it is said that the matter 
“threatened the excitement of pfer- 

Vou. 5...No. 1l.—B bb 


EXPLANATIONS BY THE “onTO LAYMAN.” 











41? 


sonal resentments.” The Layman 
is willing to be judged by all unpre- 
judiced men, whether the use of 
these terms in the Memoirs, might 
not reasonably convey a “notion” to 
his mind that some bickering took 
place somewhere. 

The Layman did not object to the 
office of presiding Bishop when spo- 
ken of in reference to any “aggre- 
gate act of the Episcopacy.” His 
objection was, that there is no such 
office known to the constitution and 
canons, separate from the aggregate 
acts of sitting in convention and of- 
ficiating at a consecration;—That 
there is no such office for admoni- 
tion, correction, communication, or 
for any other act of separate, inde- 
pendent authority in relation to the 
church at large-—He still adheres 
to this opinion. No such office ex- 
ists for the purposes and in the sense 
in which it is introduced into Bishop 
Hobart’s Notes. The Layman does 
not surrender his own judgment in 
deference to any “authoritative ex- 
fosition’’, resting upon the basis of 
individual opinion only. 

The Layman is more disposed to 
wave further controversy in this 
matter, from the fact that he has re- 
ceived information that every thing 
in regard to it has been happily ad- 
justed between Bishops Hobart and 
Chase in England, and the objec- 
tions to the Ohio Seminary and mis- 
sion have been wholly removed. In 
all controversies of this nature, 
both parties are liable to injury. 
lor this reason, considerate persons 
will not continue them after their 
cause is removed. | 

The Layman claims the publica- 
tion of this note in the Repertory, as 
due to justice and fairness, assuring 
the Editors that he will, in no event, 
ask for any further publication. He 
also requests the Editors to com- 
municate to their correspondent J. 
M.” the remarks upon his perfor- 
mance which accompany this note 
in the form of a letter to the author. 
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It is believed that these remarks 
will satisfy “J. M.’’ himself, that the 
Layman declines the continuance of 
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the controversy, upon public, and 
not from personal considerations, 


Foreign Intelligence. 


——. 


From the Boston Missionary Herald. 
PALESTINE MISSION. 
Journal of Messrs. Fisk and King, at 
Jerusalem. 

{[coxTixvEeD rrom rage 591.] 


It may be proper to state here, that 
the succeeding part of the journal was 
prepared by Mr. Fisk at Antoora on 
Mount Lebanon, while Mr. King was 
residing at a convent at some distance 
from him for the purpose of studying 
the Arabic language. 


Turkish exactions. 

May 23. The Greek priests of 
the principal convent told me that 
since the present war commenced, 
that is, within two years, the Turks 
have exacted from that convent 
more than 3,000 purses. <A purse, 
in the language of turkey, is 500 
piastres, a little more than $50, 
making a sum total of more than 
$150,000. As no Greek pilgrims 
now visit Jerusalem, the income of 
the convent is cut off, and they are 
now obliged to borrow money at 12 
or 15 per cent. interest. Should 
the present state of things continue 
long, they will necessarily find them- 
selves extremely embarrassed. 

Monastery of the Cross. 

May 24. Inthe morning we walk- 
ed out to the Greek monastery of the 
cross, west of Jerusalem. A little 
way from Jaffa gate we passed a col- 
lection of Turkish graves, and a 
large reservoir for rain water, at pre- 
sent dry. It is said to have been 
originally the work of David, and 
has been called by some travellers 
Gihon, See 2 Chron. xxxii. 30. In 
15 or 20 minutes from Jaffa gate we 
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came to the top of the hill which 
overlooks Jerusalem. It is not, 
however, high enough to give a fair 
view of the city. You only see 
the castle, minarets and domes 
rising above the wall. ‘Thence we 
descended to the convent, which 
stands in a valley about half an 
hour from the city. It is called the 
monastery of the cross, “because 
here is the earth, that nourished the 
root, that bore the tree, that yielded 
the timber, that made the cross. 
Under the high altar you are 
shown a hole in the ground, where 
the stump of the tree stood, and it 
meets with not a few visitants, so 
much verier stocks than itself, as 
to fall down and worship it.”— 
There is an old library in the con- 
vent. ‘The books are heaped to- 
gether in the utmost disorder. A- 
mong them there are some in Greek, 
Ethiopic, Syriac, and a large num- 
ber in Georgian. The Superior 
told us that this monastery was 
built by the Georgian Christians 
many centuries ago. There are no 
persons in it except the Superior 
and a few domestics. When we 
came away, they invited us to visit 
them again, saying, ‘*The covent is 
yours;”’ the oriental way of saying, 
“make yourselves at home.” 

In the afternoon of the same day they 
visited several synagogues belonging to 
the Spanish Jews, and one belonging 
to the Polish Jews; about 30 persons 


were present at one of these, and 40 at 
another. The roll of the law was read 


by one of the rabbies, and each individuat 
of the assembly, repeated his prayers in 
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a whisper, after bowing. They visited 
also the synagogue of the Caraites.— 
There are but three families of this sect 
in the city. Here they were shown a 
manuscript copy of the Old Testament, 
said to be 400 years old, and two copics 
of the law in rolls, one of them is said to 
be of the same age. All these manu- 
scripts are without the points. 


Tombs of the Prophets. 

May 26. They went to visit what 
Jews, Turks and Christians call the tomb 
of Samuel and his mother Hannah at 
Rama, now called Nabu Samuel, (the 
prophet Samuel,) two hours from 
Jerusalem. There is a mosque over it, 
and around it are a few stone huts in- 
habited by Arabs. They also visited, on 
their return, what the Jews call “the 





tombs of the last Sanhedrim,” and also | 


the spot venerated asthe tomb of the 


prophetess Huldah, (2 Kings xxii. 14,) | 
and the tombs of the prophets, Haggai, | 


Zechariah and Malachi. Uncertainty 
hangs over all these traditions. 
In a conversation with his Arabic mas- 


ter, Papas Isa Petros, Mr. Fisk stated || 


to him the ecclesiastical usages and 
religious opinions of Christians in 
America. To many of the particulars 
his answer was,—“like the first Chris- 
tains;” and he afterwards added, that he 
thought the American churches must be 
more like the first Christians than any 
other churches at the present day. 


During our residence at Jerusa- 
Jem, brother Wolff occupied a room 
on the side of Mount Zion, near the 
residence of the Jews, with whom he 
laboured almost incessantly. Bro- 
ther King and I had separate rooms 
in a Greek convent, where we “re- 
ceived all that came in unto us, 
preaching the kingdom of God, 
and teaching those things which 
concern the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
The preceding pages will give some 
idea of the manner in which we 
laboured. We have lately been 
encouraged by meeting with the 
Rev. Lewis Way, whose name is 
well known to you, and the Rev. 
Mr. Lewis from the university of 
Dublin, now a missionary from the 
London Jews Society. Mr. Way 
has hired, for a year, a building 
which was erected for a Jesuit’s 
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college. I am now residing with 
him; he hag repaired and furnished 
the house, and hopes it will be per- 
manently a residence for missiona- 
ries, converted Jews, and Bible So- 
ciety agents. He hopes to visit Jeru- 
salem, before leaving the country, in 
order to commence some establish- 
mentthere. His wealth and his rea- 
diness to usc it in the service of Christ 
enable him to do much. When 
shall we sce other rich men ready to 
leave their palaces, travel abroad, 
and expend treasures not in pursuit 
of pleasure, but in seeking the res- 
toration of the long lost sheep of the 
house of Israel? 


Be tne Het Milica te ae ae 


Journey to the Dead Sea and the river 
Jordan. 

Jerusalem, Monday, June 2, 1823. 
Busy in preparing for a loan to 
the Dead Sea and the Jordan. 1 
am sometimes wearied with the 
perplexity of packing and unpack- 
ing beoks and clothes, procuring 
provisions, engaging attendants, get- 
ting letters and passports, and en- 
countering the fatigues and perils 
that always attend travelling in this 
country. lam a pilgrim, a travel- 
ler, a stranger. I have no home on 
earth. I would seek one in a bet- 
ter country. If my pilgrimage is 
soon to terminate, may 1 be ready. 
If 1 am to live and labour long, may 
I have grace to do it faithfully. 
It was now the Fast of Ramazan, when 
the Turks eat and drink all night and 
sleep all the day. Passports and a 
Guard, which had been promised by 
the Governor, could not be obtain- 
ed till five o’clock, P. M. of the follow- 
ing day. As often as they applied, they 
received answer, that the Governor was 
asleep. The company consisting of the 
missionaries, Wolff, Fisk and King, two 
Turkish soldiers, two other armed Turks, 
three Germans and a Greek, reached 
the Convent of St. Saba after a ride of 
three hours and a half. The road lay 
along the side of a hill, with a valley 
several hundred feet deep below;—the 
sides of it steeper than the roof of al- 
most any house. This is a continuation 
of the valley of Cedron and the valley 
of Jehoshaphat. The convent, aceord- 
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ing to the account of the Superior, was 
founded in the time of Justinian, 1500 
years ago, by an eminent saint, whose 
name it bears. The number of monks 
and servants belonging to the establish- 
ment is about twenty-five. 

At St. Seba we were advised 
not to proceed without getting the 
Shekh of the Bedouins to accompa- 
ny us. “Hire the Captain of the 
robbers to go with you,” said one, 
“and the rest of the gang will not 
molest you.” A messenger was 
therefore despatched in the evening 
to find Shekh Ahmed. | 

The Shekh arrived in the morning 
with twelve armed men. For five dol- 
lars he agreed to furnish them with a 
sufficient escort. It was composed of the 
Shekh and four of his followers, armed 
with muskets, pistols and daggers. At 
7 o’clock they left the hospitable monks, 
and pursued their way eastwardly a- 
mong the steep and rocky mountains.— 
On the top of one of them they saw an 
edifice which the Turks visit and vene- 
rate as the tomb of Moses, but which the 
Greeks say wasa convent, built by a 
saint named Moses, and called by his 
name, which the Turks, when they con- 
quered the country, mistook for the 
name of the prophet 

At the summit of one of these 
mountains, about an hour after we 
left the convent, we came in sight 
of the Dead Sea, but instead of pur- 
suing our course directly towards it, 
we turned to the north-east. I 
brought away a sample of the rock 
which composes these mountains, 
and which was strongly impregnat- 
ed with sulphur. 

After my return to Jerusalem, I 
made an experiment with a part of 
this stone, by placing it on hot coals. 
A strong stench of sulphur issued 
from it, and it soon began to blaze. 
The blaze rose four or five inches 
high, and continued about two min- 
utes. I kept the stone on the coals 
for half an hour. It was not appar- 
ently at all diminished in size, but 
considerably in weight; and became 
soft and white like chalk, whereas it 
was at first hard and almost black. 
Josephus says that God kindled the 
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fire which destroyed Sodom by a 
thunderbolt. Ant. B. I. Ch. xi. Sec. 4, 


The Dead Sea. 

A quarter before eleven we enter. 
ed the extensive plains of the Jor- 
dan north ofthe Dead Sea. At half 
past eleven we arrived at the Sea. 
The water looks remarkably clear 
and pure, but, on taking it into my 
mouth, I found it nauseous and bit- 
ter, I think beyond any thing I ever 
tasted. It has been said that these 
“waters are so heavy, that the most 
impetuous winds can scarcely ruffle 
their surface.” Nothing could be 
more entirely without foundation.— 
The wind was by no means impetu- 
ous when we were there, and yet the 
waves ran so high, that I found dif- 
ficulty in filling some bottles with 
the water. My clothes were wet by 
the waves, and as they dried, I found 
them covered with salt. Ithas been 
said that birds cannot fly over this 
sea; but we saw a great number fly- 
ing about its shores, and I once ob- 
served three at a time flying over 
the water. Itis said no vessels ever 
sail on it. This is true, and the 
reason is obvious. There are no 
vessels here, nor is there any per- 
son either desirous or capable of 
constructing one. 


The River Jordan, 

We wished to see the mouth of 
the Jordan. Chateaubriand speaks 
of this as “an essential point which 
Hasselquist alone had hitherto ex- 
plored.”” We informed the Arabs 
and Turks of our wishes. They 
objected, but, as we insisted on go- 
ing, they yielded. We had already 
been riding an hour on the sea shore 
and we were another hour before 
we came to the stream. Its banks, 
except near the mouth, are covered 
with bushes. It is a small river, 
and, as might be expected in such 
a plain, its course, near the sea, is 
very slow and quiet. The bushes 
and marshy ground did not permit 
| us to follow up the bank of the river; 
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we therefore turned back into the 
plain. After riding sometime we 
came to a mound, or little hill, with 
either a column or a pile of stones 
on its summit. I inquired what it 


was, and one of the Arabs said “Na- | 
bi Ibrahim;” but another told Mr. 


King, that it was called Galgala.— 
Query. Is this the Gilgal, where 
Joshua placed the twelve stones 
which he took out of Jordan? See 
Joshua iv. 19, 20. At half past two 
we arrived at the Jordan, at the 





place where pilgrims usually visit it, | 


and where the Israelites passed 


over on dry ground, “right against | 


Jericho.” From the Dead Sea to 
this place the ground is, most of the 
way, completely barren, and a/f- 
fears like a mixture of black earth 
and ashes. Not a green thing ap- 
pears. I swam across the river, and 
took a walk in the plain of Moab, 
in the inheritance of Reuben, “on 
the other side Jordan, toward the 
rising of the sun.” After this, I sat 
on the bank, and read the third 
chapter of Joshua. I also read Mat- 


thew third, and offered a prayer in | 


Greek with two Greeks, while Mr. 
Wolff read in German to the Ger- 
mans who were with us. I do not 
suppose a prayer is any more ac- 
ceptable to God for being offered in 
a particular place; yet I shall never 
envy the man, who could read these 
two chapters and pray on the shore 
of the Jordan, without any peculiar 
emotions. After riding over the 
parched plain, we drank freely of 
the water of Jordan, though it was 
muddy. We found the current ve- 
ry rapid, but not deep. While we 
were on the shore, two Bedouin 
horsemen forded the river. These 
were the first human beings we had 
seen, since we had left St. Seba.— 
The whole country which we had 
passed through, is a desert, with no 
inhabitants except Bedouins, who 
resort to it, especially in winter, 
when they find in different places, 
pasturage for their flocks. 
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! 
| At six o’clock they reached Jericho, 


having turned out of the way to visit the 
| ruins of the Greek convent of Jerasmius, 
| They took up their lodgings for the 
| night, men and horses all together, in an 
open yard of the castle. “The castle 
itself is little else than a pile of ruins.” 
The walls of the dirty huts that compose 
the modern Jericho are of rough stone, 
like the stone fences of New England, 
the roofs are of bushes and mud. The 
whole number of inhabitants is about 
two or three hundred. 

At a little distance from Jericho they 
visited a fountain of pure water issuing 
from the foot of the mountain Quaran- 
tania, on which mountain tradition says 
that Christ fasted forty days. The stream 
from this fountain supplies Jericho, 
and irrigates a considerable tract of land 
around it, which is consequently very 
fertile. “This is probablv the fountain, 
whose deadly waters Elisha healed.” 

June 5. The company arrived safely 
at their lodgings in the Holy city—“ex- 
tremely fatigued, but grateful that they 
had been enabled to perfurm this inter. 
esting journey in safety.” 

The Arabs call the Dead Sea, Barah 
Loot (the sea of Lot,)—and the River 
Jordan, Nahar el Chiria, or Shareeah. 


Apple of Sodom, 

We searched for the famous ap- 
ple of Sodom, and found two kinds 
of fruit, either of which, with the 
help of a little poetic imagination, 
might pass for the fruit in question. 
One kind grows in abundance near 
the Jordan where we bathed. We 
plucked a few of the apples, which 
were probably of last year’s growth. 
They were black and dry, and did 
not in outward appearance corres- 
pond with what is said of the apple 
of Sodom. Perhaps however, it is 
different when the fruit first ripens. 
On opening these apples, (if I may 
call them so,) we found’ the inside 
soft and dry like the pith of an elder, 
or of a corn-stalk that is thoroughly 
dried. There is no pulp in the in- 
side, and generally but one or two 
seeds. These resemble apple seeds. 
We cannot however, fairly judge of 
this fruit, without secing it when it 














first comes to maturity. 
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The other fruit, which we observ- 
ed, and which seems to be more 
like the apple in question, grows 
around Jericho. It looks very in- 
Viting, but its taste is extremely bit- 
ter and disagreeable. One of the 
Arabs told me that it was poisonous. 
Chateaubriand, who thought this 
the apple of Sodom, says, “When 
dried it yields a blackish seed, which 
may be compared to ashes, and 
which in taste resembles bitter pep- 
per.” Whether either of these is 
the apple of Sodom, or whether 
there is any such apple, even after 
all that Josephus and Tacitus and 
others have said about it, I will not 
attempt to decide. The Bible says 
of the Israelites, when they sin, 
“Their vine is of the vine of Sodom, 
and of the fields of Gomorrah; their 
grapes are grapes of gall, their clus- 
ters are bitter; their wine is the poi- 
son of dragons, and the cruel venom 
of asps.” Deutron. xxxii. 32, 33. 
This is figurative language, and 
means that the Israelites should reap 
bitter fruits from their sinful practi- 
ces, as the inhabitants of Sodom had 
done. May not all that is said of 
the apple of Sodom have originated 
from a similar metaphor’? 

One of our Arabs was named Na- 
sar Allah, (the help of God.) Iask- 
ed him where he liked best to live, 
in the desert or in the city? He re- 
plied, “In the desert.” I asked 
why? His answer was striking and 
characteristic, “I am a son of the 
desert, I am not a son of the city.’’ 

On the 8th day of June, Mr, Fisk had 
a conversation with Abraham Shiliffro, 
in which Shliffro assented to all the lead- 
ing truths of Christianity, and said that 
he did not tell his countrymen his belief, 
but should do it if they asked him. In 
reply to the inquiry what he supposed 
the Jews would do to him if he should do 
this, he said, “Reproach and persecution 
§ think I could bear; but [ fear they 
would secretly take my life.” 

Mr. F. was told by a Coptic priest that 
there are thirty or forty Copts, and a- 
mong them four priests, in Jerusalem. 
He could not learn that there were any 
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Syrians, except a bishop, one priest, 
one layman, and a few nuns. An 
Abyssinian priest represented the Abys- 
sinians, Copts, Armenians and Syrians 
as all united and good friends. 

June 16. In the afternoon, we 
made a visit to the Greek Metropo- 
litans, and then went into the library 
of their convent. Among the ma- 
nuscripts we found an ancient copy 
of the New Testament, which we 
spent some time in examining.— 
The disputed passage, | John, v. 7, 
is entirely wanting. The 7th and 
8th verses stand thus: “For there 
are three that bear record, the Spi- 
rit, and the water, and the blood,”’ 
&e. Acts xx. 23, reads thus: “the 
Church of the Lord and God, (ov 
Kupioy xx Oeov,) Which he hath pur- 
chased,” &c. 1 Tim. iii. 16, and 
Rom. ix. 5, are as in the common 
copies now in use. 

17. We went to the nunnery of 
St. Mary the Great. There are 
twenty-eight or thirty nuns. Seve- 
ral of their rooms are well furnish- 
ed, and they received us with much 
civility. We conversed with them 
along time on religious subjects. 
They remembered the visit of our 
dear Brother Parsons, and spoke of 
it with pleasure. 

The whole number of Greek convents 
in Jerusalem, is fourteen. Most of them 
are designed principally for the accom- 
modation of pilgrims. There are gene- 
rally but very few monks or nuns in 
them, and in one instance the Superior 
occupies his convent alone. 

lriday, June 20. A little past 
noon we walked down to the west 
wall of the temple on mount Mo- 
riah, where the Jews go on Friday 


‘to lament over the destruction of 
_the Temple. 


The wall where we 
saw them appeared to be 50 or 60 
feet high, in the lower part of it 
were nine rows of stones, each a- 
bout three feet anda half thick; and 
then sixteen rows of smaller ones. 
These two parts of the wall appear 
to have been built at different times. 
Probably the lower stones were em- 
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ployed in the second temple; for, 
though its walls were thrown down, 
there is no reason to suppose that 
all the stones were removed. The 
Jews themselves say that no part 
of the wall of the second temple 
now exists. The Jews pay annu- 
ally a certain sum to the Turks 





for the privilege of visiting this 
place. We found about thirty of 
them sitting on the ground near the 
wall, and reading from their He- 
brew books. It was deeply affect- 
ing to see these lineal descendants 
of Abraham, most of them poor and 
ragged, sitting in the dust, and pay- 
ing for the privilege of weeping, 
where their fathers sung and rejoiced 
and triumphed; miserable slaves on 
the very spot where their fathers 
were mighty kings! A Jew accom- 
panied us. In the market a Turk, 
too lazy to light his own pipe, call- 
ed on the Jew to do it forhim. The 
Jew refused, and the Turk was ris- 
ing in a rage to pursue him, when, 
perceiving that the Jew was accom- 
panying us, he desisted. Soon af- 
ter this a Turkish peasant, who was 
carrying a sack of water, called to 
the Jew, in a very domineering man- 
ner, to assist in emptying the water 
into a vessel. We interfered, and 
nothing more was said. Poor Jews! 
when will they learn the true cause 
of their oppression, and repent, and 
turn to God? 

Lord’s day, June 22. This is 
the Pentecost of the Oriental Chris- 
tians. We arose soon after day 
break, and went out to mount Zion. 
Without the city, on the summit of 
the mount, is the burying place of 
the Christians. The Greeks hold 
one part, the Armenians another, 
and the Catholics a third, all in the 
same plat of ground. The Greeks 
resorted this morning to that place 
to pray for the dead. One of the 
bishops and a great number of 
priests were present. The multi- 














tude stood up while prayers were 
read, and sat on the ground to hear 
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lessons from the scriptures. Dur- 
ing this service three priests, with 
censers in their hands, walked about 
among the tombs, and said short 
prayers whenever requested to do 
so by surviving friends, from whom 
they received fees on the occasion. 
The Greeks do not believe in pur- 
gatory, yet they pray for the dead, 
and have a confused idea that the 
dead may, in some way or other, be 
benefited by their prayers. 

South-east of this burying ground 
is a small Turkish village which 
the Jews call “the city of Zion.” It 
is surrounded by a wall, and con- 
tains several houses and a mosque. 
Here according to tradition are the 
tombs of David and his successors. 
See | Kings ii. 10, and xi. 43, and 
xiv. 31. Christians also believe that 
in this place Christ instituted the 
Holy Supper; but neither are the 
Jews now permitted to enter the 
tombs of their kings, nor the Chris- 
tians the room where they believe 
their Lord instituted the holy sacra- 
ment. Just before the Greeks con- 
cluded their service, the Armenian 
Patriarch, with a considerable num- 
ber of priests and people, came out 
of a convent and went in proces- 
sion, preceded by a Janizary, as is 
common on such occasions, to their 
burying ground, to pray for their 
deceased friends. We went into 
the Armenian convent. Its chapel 
is small but very richly ornament- 
ed. 

From the burying place the 
Greeks returned to the city and 
went to the church of the Holy Se- 
pulchre. The archbishop of Lydda 
presided. ‘The priests who were 
to assist him in the service came 
out from behind the altar, and bow- 
ed before it with their faces to the 
floor, and then in the same manner 
before the Archbishop, kissed his 
hands, bowed again, and then pre- 
pared to commence their unintelli- 
gible repetition of prayers. But I 
am tired of describing, and even of 
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witnessing this endless round of ce- 
remonies. 

26. Busy in preparing to leave 
Jerusalem. During two months 
that we have been here, we have 
sold eighty-four copies of the Scrip- 
tures and given away fifty-two, and 
770 tracts. Brother Wolff remains 
to labour a little longer among the 
Jews, and after that he proposes to 
rejoin us on mount Lebanon. 

On the 27th they left Jerusalem, spent 
the following night at Ramle, the An- 
cient Arimathea, passed through Lyd, 
the Lydda of the Scriptures, in the morn- 
ing, and arrived at Jaffa in the course of 
the second day. From Jaffa they set 
sail on the 2d of July, in an open boat, 
for Acre, where they arrived the next 
morning. ‘They had to wait an hour in 
their boat, till permission was obtained 
from the Pacha for them to land. 
is the law concerning all foreigners who 
visit Acre.” On the 4th they arrived at 
Tyre. 

Tyre is a walled village, and 
stands on a peninsula, which was 
formerly anisland. See Isaiah 23d, 
and Ezekiel 26th, 27th and 28th.— 
Maundrel describes Tyre in 1697 
as being completely in ruins, “there 
not being so much as one entire 
house lef Its present inhabitants, 
(he observes,) are only a few poor 
wretches, harbouring themselves in 
the vaults, and subsisting chiefly 
upon fishing.” 

In 1820 the Greek Catholic Archbi- 
shop estimated the whole population at 
3500. Mr. Fisk inquired of two men, 
one of whom said 500 Mussulmans and 
as many Christians, the other said 500 
Mussulmans and 300 Christians. The 


accuracy of such estimates is of course 
uncertain. 


July 5, About six o’clock we 
left Tyre for Sidon. At half past 
11 we saw a village on the moun- 
tains on our right, which the Arabs 
call Sarphant, supposed to be the 
ancient Sarepta, Luke iv. 26, and 
Zarephath, 1 Kings xvii. 9, 10, and 
Obad. 20th. At three we arrived at 
Saide, (Zidon,) and took up. our 
todgings in the house of the English 
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Agent. We soon after had the 
happiness to meet with the Rev. Mr. 
Lewis, a missionary from the Lon- 
don Jews Society, who came out 
with Mr. Way. 


By Mr. Lewis they received letters, 
and Bibles and Tracts for distribution, 








“This | 


from the missionaries at Malta. Much of 
the next day, which was the Sabbath, 


| they spent with much satisfaction in his 


society. “We rejoice, say they, to see 
| the number of missionaries increasing in 

this country.” 
| The population of Sidon was estimat- 
. ed by one man at 100 or 150 Jews, 300 
_ or 400 Christians, Maronites and Catho- 
‘lics, and 5,000 or 6,000 Mussulmans,— 
By another, 4,000 Christians, and 6,000 
Mussulmans. 

On the 10th they went from Sidon to 
Beyrout. On their way they passed two 
, small rivers, of which Mr. Fisk says, 
| “Though these streams are mere rivu- 
lets, yet except the Nile and the Jordan, 
they are the Lanes I have seen in the 
East. 


13. We called to pay our re- 
spects to the Reverendissimo, or su- 
perior of all the Latin convents in 
the Holy Land. We knew him at 
Jerusalem, and he is now making a 
tour to visit the convents in these 
parts. We conversed with him about 
the Millennium. He does not believe 
there will be a Millennium. Satan 
is already bound by the efficacy of 
Christian Catholic Baptism, as much 
as ever he will be. The Jews are 
at last to be converted, and their 
conversion is to be a sign that the 
end of the world is at hand. But 
whether there will be a Millennium 
or not, he says, is not an article of 
faith, for the Church has never 
given her decision on the subject. 


Beyrout asa missionary station. 
14. One consul estimated the popu- 
lation of Beyrout at 14,000 or 15,000; 
another at only 3,000 or 4,000. Mr. Fisk 
‘judges the least number to be nearest 
the truth. Of this place as a missionary 
station he writes thus: 
Beyrout seems to me to possess 
many important advantages as a mis- 
sionary station. It is situated at the 








foot of mount Lebanon, and a mis- 
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sionary might very profitably spend 
the hot months of the summer a. 
mong the convents and villages o! 
the mountains, many of which are 
within a few hours ride of the town. 
Occasional visits might be made to 
Damascus, which is only three days 
off. On the other hand, it is only 
one or two days sailtoCyprus. On 
the coast south of Beyrout you reach 
Sidon in one day, and Tyre in two, 
and to the west, in two or three days 
you arrive at Tripoli, where I un- 
derstand there are many Greeks.— 
It would be easy to maintain corres- 
pondence with all these places, and 
to supply them with books. In 
Beyrout itself a missionary who 
could preach in Italian, might | 
think, collect a small congregation 
immediately; and if he were dispos- 
ed to open a school, there are pro- 
bably few places in Syria that would 
be so promising. Another circum- 
stance, which, though not perhaps 
very important in itself, will yet 
weigh something in the mind of a 
missionary, is, that here he will find, 
oftener than any where else in Syria, 
opportunities to receive and forward 
communications. Here too, he will 
enjoy the protection of an Englis!: 
Consul, and the society and friend- 
ship of several other Consuls and 
their families. I think a missionary 
family would be more comfortably 
situated at Beyrout, than at any 
other place which I have seen in 
Syria. 
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Letter from Malta. 

It was mentioned at p. 31 of the He- 
rald for January, that Messrs Goodell 
and Bird were, at the date of their latest 
communications, expecting soon to leave 
Malta for Palestine. We have received a 
letter from Mr Bird, dated Oct. 20th, a 
few days later than the preceding in- 
telligence. After mentioning the re- 
ceipt of communications from the mis- 
sionaries in Syria, he says:— 

In this intelligence we found our 
design of going to Syria this winter 
entirely confirmed. Although we 
have every inducement to stay lon- 
ger in Malta, which can be suggested 
by considerations of worldly comfort, 
and although we must spend a con- 
siderable time longer somewhere in 
mere study, before we can preach in 
a foreign language to any effect, yet 
we are anxious to be at home, and 
not so much like pilgrims, stopping 
on our way. We hope to find t 
in Syria who can give instruction in 
Italian; if not, we can do tolerably 
well now with books only. As for 
Arabic and Armenian, the oppor- 
tunity for instructions is even better, 
I apprehend, at Jerusalem, than 
her:; particularly because we shall 
have daily occasion to speak these 
languages. We are at present hop- 
ing to get a passage within the pre- 
sent week direct to Beyrout, and 
thence to Jaffa, where we shall ex- 
pect to see brother Fisk, and leave 
our female helpers, till we can obtain 
(if not previously obtained by bro- 
ther Fisk,) a comfortable lodging 
at the Holy City. 


STD 





Domestic Intelligence. 


REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE 
CHURCH, 


[conTINvED From Paes 392.) 
Virginia. 
No material alteration has taken 
place in the condition and character 


of this Church since the last report. 
Vou. 5...No, ll—C ce 


The number of its ministers: had in- 
creased until the last year, when, by 
deaths and removals, it was reduced 
to the number reported to the last 
triennial Convention. Some valu- 
able ministers have been lost to the 
State by reason of the great difficul- 
ty of procuring a support for them 
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in these times of unparalleled pecu- || to the Church of Fredericksburg, 


niary embarrassment. = 
Since the last triennial Conven- 
tion, a measure which had long been 


and may all the Churches of our 
land obtain the same blessing from 
the Lord. 





deemed of high importance to the | North Carolina. 

interests of the Church in Virginia, || The prospects of the Church in 
has been pressed on the attention of |) this State are equally as bright and 
its members, to wil: the establish- | encouraging as (hey were represent- 
ment of a Theological School in || ed to be in the General Convention 
some suitable situation within the || of 1820. Its renewal resembles in- 
diocess. It has pleased a gracious | deed less the restoration of an old 
providence so to bless the endea- | and decaying, than the healthful 
vours, that the sum of $14,000 has || growth of a young and. vigorous 
been subscribed, a considerable part || plant. This appears, not only from 
already paid, and a good prospect | the rapid augmentation which has 
held out of ultimate success. The | already taken place in its numbers, 
fund for the support of the Bishop is | but from the principles of increase 
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still gradually increasing. 
As to the spiritual condition of the 
Church, to which all outward means 


are intended to be subservient, it is | 


hoped and believed that its ministers 
faithfully declare the whole council 
of God, and that just views of reli- 
gion prevail among the congrega- 
tions committed to their care. God 
continues to be gracious in his gift 
of the Holy Spirit, and considerable 
additions are made to the Church of 
such as, it is hoped, shall be saved. 
It is particularly worthy of grateful 
acknowledgment, that an unusual 
display of the power of religion has 
of late been witnessed in the town of 
Fredericksburg. The hearts of ma- 
ny have been most deeply affected 
with a sense of their lost condition, 
by nature and practice; they have 
earnestly enquired “what shall we do 
to be saved;”’ they have attended 
anxiously upon the assemblies of 
God’s people; from house to house, 
as well as in the public temple, the 
life-giving word has been preached 
to them, and importunate prayer of- 
fered up to the God of grace for 
pardon and sanctification. The re- 
sult has already been the conversion 
of a goodly number to the Lord who 
bought them—and a deep solemnity 
and anxious spirit of inquiry seem ge- 
nerally to pervade the congregation. 

Long may this happiness continue 


| 











which it appears to possess within 


itself, Its present prosperity is vi- 
sible in the addition to the numbers 
of its congregations and clergy in 
the erection of new Churches, in the 
increase of baptisms apd communi- 
cants, in the greater zeal manifested 
for the fundamental doctrines, and 
correspondent practices, of our holy 
faith in general, and of the govern- 
ment and discipline of our Church 
in particular; also in the formation 
of Bible, Prayer Book, Missionary, 
and Tract Societies, and societies 
for the encouragement of industry, 
and relief of indigence. 

There are at present twenty-five 
congregations in this State, being 
seventeen more than was reported 
at the General Convention of 1820. 
Most of these, however, are small, 
and but badly provided with minis- 
terial services. Some are attended 
by Missionaries, at regular, indeed, 
but long intervals ; while many have 
to depend entirely on the occasional 
visits of the parochial Clergy. This 
want has been supplied, as far as 
possible, by the appointment of Lay 
Readers, and much benefit has ap- 
parently resulted from the measure. 
Congregations have in some instan- 
ces, been saved in a good degree 
from dissolution; greater interest 
has been produced for the cause of 
the Gospel, and a better acquain- 
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tance contracted with the more com- || moved from the State:>—The Rev. 


mon forms and ceremonies of the 


Church. 
There are eight Clergymen at 
present officiating in the State, viz. 


—Lhe Rev. Adam Empie, 5t. | 


James’s Church, Wilmington; the 
Rev. John Avery, St. Paul’s Church, 
Edenton; the Rev. Wm. Hooper, 
St. John’s Church, Fayetteville; the 
Rev. Ri-herd S. Mason, Christ 
Church, Newbern; the Rev Wm. M. 
Green, St. Joln’s Church, Willi- 
amsborough; the Rev. R. J. Miller, 
Christ Church, Rowan county; the 
Rev. Thomas Wright, Calvary 
Church, Wadesborough; and the 


Rev. Robert Davis, Missionary.— || 


Besides the duties rendered to the 
Churches to which they are particu- 
Jarly attached, the Rev. Messrs. 
Wright, Miller, and Green, perform 
Missionary services in the congrega- 
tions nearest the field of their regu- 
lar labours. Completeness has re- 


cently been given to the organization | 


"of the Church in this diocess, by the 
election and consecration of the Rev. 
J.S. Ravenscroft, as Bishop thereof: 
an event which we hail with every 
demonstration of Christian joy ; and 


tor which we are bound to render | 








| Gregory T. Bedell, now rector of 


| St. Andrew’s, Philadelphia; the Rev. 
Samuel Sitgreaves, who acted a 
short time asa Missionary, and is 


now in Pennsylvania; and the Rev. 
Jobn Philhps, now in Virginia. The 


following ordinations have taken 
_ place within the last three years >= 
| The Rev. Wm. Green, and the Rev. 


Robert Davis, to the holy order of 


_ Deacons; and the Rev. R. J. Miller, 


to the order of both Priest and Dea- 
con, in the year 1821. In 1822, the 


Rev. Wm. Hooper, the Rev. Wm. 
M. Green and the Rev. Thomas 


unfeigned thanks to the Great Head |; 


of the Church; an event which pro- 
mises the most incalculable benefit 
to this portion of Christ’s kingdom. 
‘This diocess had indeed, as far as 
was practicable, been blessed with 
the council and fatherly care of the 


pious and diligent Bishop Moore, of 


Virginia; and deeply and gratefully 
sensible were all of hislabours. But 
his being in another diocess, and the 
multiplied concerns of that diocess 
rendering it impossible for him to 
pay such attention as was necessary 
to this State: the election and con- 
secration of a Bishop was eagerly 
desired. And unanimously has that 
election, and most happily has that 
consecration, been effected. 

Since the last triennial Conven- 
tion, but three Clergymen have re- 











Wright, to the order of Priests. The 
following persons are at present 
candidates for orders in this State: 
——-Mr. George W. Freeman, of 
Warrenton; Mr. Geo. W. Hatha- 
way, of Wadesborough; Mr. 

Moss, of Warrenton, 

The following are Lay Readers : 
Mr. Geo. W. Hathaway, Wadesbo- 
rough, Mr. Walker Anderson, St. 
Mary’s Chapel, Orange county; 
Mr. Ichabod Wetmore, St. Mat- 
thew’s Church, Renston; Mr. James 
Marsh, St. ‘Thomas’s, Bath; Mr. 
Jarvis 3. Buxton, Zion Church, 
Beaufort county. 

A neat and commodious Church 
has been erected at Warrenton; one 
is in rapid progress at Washington; 


' and a very elegant one is nearly com- 





} 


pleted at Newbern, The Church 
at Williamsborougk has been tho- 
roughly repaired ; and the attention 
of the congregations in general 
seems to be turned to the erection. 
of new, or reparation of decayed pla- 
ces of worship. 

The baptisms since 1820, have 
been about 430; and the number 
of communicants, as at present 
stated, are 480; but this is far fram 
being the exact number, as a great 
part of the congregations not having 
the benefit of regular ministerial at- 
tendance, their true state cannot be 
reported. 

It is evident to those who have 
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observed the condition of the church 
in this State, that a greater zeal for 
the Gospel, and 2 higher standard 
of moral principles and conduct, 
have been produced among its ad- 
herents. A greater knowledge has 
been acquired of the distinguishing 
principles of our Church, and an in- 
creasing attention has been paid to 
its forms and ceremonies. 

The hope of increased prosperity 
depends on the prospect of greater 
stability in those congregations 
which have been already formed; 
but which as yet, walk with the fee- 
bleness and hesitation of childhood; 
on the formation of new congrega- 
tions, where churchmenare resident; 
and lastly, on the effects to be pro- 
duced on ground not yet occupied, 
in places where Christians of no de- 
Nomination have as yet laboured, we 
may almost say, have as yet existed. 

It is believed, that generally 
speaking, the canons and regulations 
of the church, are as regularly at- 
tended to in this, as in any other 
part of our Church. 

A munificent bequest of from 14 
to $15000, has been recently made 
by the late Mrs. Blunt, of Tarbo- 
rough, for the purpose of erecting a 
Church in the city of Raleigh. 

South Carolina. 

Since the last General Conven- 
tion, the number of Clergy in this 
Diocess has increased. In 1820 
there were twenty-seven; there are 
at present thirty-five, the Bishop, 
28 Presbyters and 6 Deacons.— 
Some of the parishes have been en- 
deavouring to create permanent 
funds. In one of the parishes, the 
planters had taxed themselves, in 
addition to their annual contribution, 
two per cent. on the proceeds of 
their crops; and thus have created 
an accumulating fund, which will 
soon equai the amount, when its in- 
terest will be applicable to the sup- 
port of their Rector. In another 
parish, several individuals have gi- 
ven each $1500 to create a fund for 


LeU ee eR 


REPORT OW THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


| 











JUNE, 


the same purpose. The fund for 
the support of the Episcopate, which 
was commenced in 1818, is gradu- 
ally accumulating. It amounts at 
present to about $8000. At the 
suggestion of the Bishop, a Com- 
mittee has been appointed to inquire 
into the state of the property be- 
longing to the Church, in parishes 
where there exist no vestries, and 
to adopt measures for securing the 
same to the uses of the Diocess. 

Within the period, embraced in 
this report, there have been admit- 
ted to the order of Priests, six:——Da- 
vid I. Campbell, J. W. Chanler, 
Henry Gibbes, R. Dickenson, E. 
Rutledge, and Peter Van Pelt; the 
latter by the Bishop of Pennsylvania. 
And to that of Deacons, also six per- 
sons of this Diocess:—W. H. Mitc- 
hell, E. Philips, B. H. Fleming, F. 
H. Rutledge, M. Motte, and T. H. 
Taylor; the latter by the Bishop of 
Penn. The number of candidates 
recognised by this diocess, is four. 

The Rev. Thomas Osborne, who 
had removed into Ohio, has return- 
ed to the parish he formerly had in 
South Carolina. Six young men 
from this Diocess have been pursu- 
ing their studies preparatory to the 
ministry, at the General Theological 
Seminary. 

There are at present thirty-five 
organized congregations. Five of 
them are vacant. Since this State 
was settled by Christian people, 
there has never been so many minis- 
ters of our communion as at present. 

The Protestant Episcopal Society 
for the advancement of Christianity 
in South Carolina, has essentially 
contributed to the present promising 
condition of our Ecclesiastical con- 
cerns. It has aided several of the 


parishes, otherwise unable to sup- 
port ministers. The missionaries 
sent forth at different times, have all, 
with a single exception,* derived 

* The mission to Cheraw, here refer- 
red to, was partly maintained by the 
Young Men’s Society. 
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their whole support from this Socie- 
ty. It is formed on the most com- 
prehensive plan, being at once a Bi 
ble, a Prayer Book, a Tract, a Mis- 
sionary, and an Education Society. 
Its books have been distributed in 
most of the parishes. It has aided 
several young men while engaged 
in their academical studies, prepar- 
atory to theology; after which, it has 
been hoped, our Theological Semi- 
nary, by scholarships or otherwise, 
would provide forthem. It posses- 
ses a select library, which contains 
about one thousand volumes, and 1s 
encreasing, instituted more particu- 
larly for the use of the Clergy and 
the candidates for the sacred office. 

The C arleston Protestant Epis- 
copal Missionary Society, composed 
of Young men and others, designed 
to act as auxiliary to the elder insti- 
tution, when necessary, and to send 
Missionaries beyond the Diocess, 
within which the earliest Society is 
restricted, has had a Missionary for 
nearly two years at St. Augustine. 

The exciting among our youth an 
interest in the cause of our Redeem- 
er and his Church, and the regula- 
tion of their zeal by well established 
principles, are among the valuable 
effects which appear to have result- 
ed from this association. 

The Ladies’ Domestic Missionary 
Society is supporting for the second 
year, a minister for the benefit of the 
poor, and such persons as hold the 
faith of the Church, but are not con- 
nected with any of our congrega- 
tions. The flock thus gathered, at 
present meet in aroom for public 
worship, but measures have been 
adopted for erecting a church. It 
is designed to accommodate the 
poor, the stranger, the seaman, and 
others of our communion, who, in 
the city of Charleston need such a 
charity. Of this Missionary Society, 
the Bishop remarks in his last ad- 
dress to the Convention, “consisting 
of respectable pious female mem- 
bers of our Church, it is character- 
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ized by a zeal of Christian charity, 
as prudent as it is unostentatious, 
and adorned with the meek and quiet 
spirit, which in the sight of God is of 
great price.” 

This church, the worshippers at 
which will be subjected to no ex- 
pense, will also afford additional ac- 
commodation for our coloured pop- 
ulation. It appears that a large 
number of this class, both bond and 
free, have a decided preference for 
the worship of our Church. In com- 
municating to them Christian in- 
struction and incitement, many and 
peculiar difficulties are unavoidable. 
But it should be recorded as an en- 
couragement to perseverance, and 
in grautude to the Giver of Grace, 
that the salutary influence of Chris- 
tian motives, is evidenced in the lives 
of many of them; in their fidelity to 
their masters; in their kindness to 
each other; in their recognition of 
the claims of government; in con- 
tentment, meekness aird cevoted- 
ness to the one thing needful. The 
calls to attention in the forms of our 
public worship, the power of its mu- 
sic, the invariable use of the same 
prayers, the simplicity of language 
which adorns our liturgy, the plan of 
reading the Scriptures in order— 
whereby “the whole council of God” 
is declared in his own words; the 
concise summary of faith in the 
creed, and of obedience in the com- 
mandments, repeated Sunday after 
Sunday; the practice of reciting af- 
ter the minister, whereby prayers 
suitable for private use are learned, 
and all the fundamental truths of the 
Gospel. These and other circum- 
stances, prove that the system of our 
Church is eminently adapted to pro- 
mote the spiritual welfare of the illit- 
erate, and those who have dull minds. 
To this subject the Bishop has 
constantly, in private, and in his an- 
nual addresses, invited the attention 
of the Clergy. He speaks of this 
class of our fellow beings, ‘as a por- 
tion of the moral creation, for which 
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Christ died, and for whose spiritual 
and moral happiness, and the alle- 
viation of their temporal lot, as in- 
separable from that, we are sacredly 
bound to be concerned.” 

Sunday Schools are in successful 

eration in several of the parishes. 
They are chiefly for religious in- 
struction, (as free schools exist every 
where,) and regulated, in every re- 
spect, by members of our own com- 
munion. ‘he children of people of 
colour, and some adults of that class, 
have been among the pupils. These 
are among the poor, whose claim 
on this charity has been considered 
peculiarly urgent; and the interest 
of their proprietors, as well as of the 
community, demand their being 
brought up in that religion which 
teaches the servant to be obedient to 
his master according to the flesh, 
and contented in that state of life in 
which it has pleased God that he 
should be. 

The number of baptisms reported 
to the Diocesan Conventions during 
the three years last past, we find to 
be 880. Of these, six were of the 
Jewish persuasion, three of them 
adults, and three infants. 

The forty-fifth Canon of 1808 pre- 
scribing a particular inquiry “into 
the attention paid to the Canons and 
rules of the Church,’ we remark on 
that subject: The Episcopal visita- 
tions have been statedly performed. 
The Canons and Rubrics are con- 
scientiously observed. Both minis- 
ters and people appear to be desi- 
rous of walking in the old paths, 
where is the good way. Great har- 
mony and affection prevail among 
the Clergy. 

The advantages which result to 
our Church, and to each Diocess in 
particular, from our happy union in 
General Convention, are suitably re- 
cognised. 

- In obedience to the high authority 
of our Supreme Council, the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary, and the 


General Missionary Society, have ' 


been patronised in some degree; and 
there can be no doubt that this Dio- 
cess will co-operate, cheerfully, 
promptly, and effectually in forward- 
ing these great undertakings. 

The Convention by a resolution 
unanimously adopted, is pledged to 
contribute its full proportion to the 
Theological Seminary. Itis intefd- 
ed that sermons should be preached 
in all the parishes, as has already 
been done in several of them, and 
collections made for the benefit of 
this institution. Our Bishop has, at 
| the request of the Convention, cir- 
culated an address on this subject. 
More than $7500 have been paid 
into the Treasury of the Seminary 
by this Diocess. Including the De- 
hen Scholarship, about $10,000 
have been collected for this object. 

By encouraging our candidates* 
to pursue their studies at the Semi- 
nary, we have also wished to testify 
our desire to assist in rearing this 
valuable establishment. On its suc- 
cess, as the number of our Clergy 
is scarcely sufficient to supply our 
_ churches, must depend greatly that 
of the Missionary Society. We 
consider cherefore, that we are es- 
sentially promoting the interest of 
this excellent Society, by aiding the 
Seminary; the natural operation of 
_ which will be to increase the num- 
_ ber, and the capacity for usefulness 
| of labourers in the sacred ministry. 
| Nevertheless, the agent of the So- 
' ciety was welcomed in this Diocess; 
sermons were preached recom- 
mending it, and it appears he col- 
lected $1648, principally from per- 
sons who were already patrons of 
our own Missionary Societies, of 
which there are three: one whose 
operations are limited to Charleston; 
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* All the candidates of this Diocess, 
excepting one who is peculiarly circum, 
stanced, and another who has returned 
home on account of ill health, are now 
connected with the General Theological 
Seminary. ‘The candidates recognised 








in this Dioeess are four in number. 
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a second to the State of South Car- | 
olina; and the third unlimited in 
every respect. 

The subject of the education of | 
the youth of our communion, is be- | 
ginning in this as in other Diocesses, | 
to excite a merited attention. Our 
Bishop. remarks in his last conven- 
tional address, that “he has long 
painfully contemplated it as the mis- 
fortune of this Church, remediable 
only by an effort of zeal, which cir- 
cumstances seemed to forbid to be 
expected, that the whole progress of 
the academical education of its 
youth should be conducted under 
influences at variance with the prin- 
ciples which distinguish its commu- 
nion. He considers this a lot not 
more to be lamented than it is ex- 
traordinarily peculiar. He is rea- 
sonably anxious, that he may not on 
this subject, be misconceived. He 
glories in the real liberality of sen- 
tment and conduct, with respect to 
other Christian societies, which he 
sincerely believes in an eminent de- 
gree, to characterize that of which 
he is one. He deprecates at the 
same time, the effects of such an 
erroneous liberality, as would make 


that to be regarded with indifference | 


here, which among all others, is 
cherished as a concern of high and 
sacred importance. That the edu- 
cation of their own youth, under cir- 
cumstances the most favourable to 
their continuing in their own religi- 
ous principles, is so cherished by all 
descriptions of Christian people, 
with the exception of Protestant E- 
piscopalians in these States, he as- 
serts with a confidence that needs 
no qualifications Permit me then, 
respectfully and affectionately, to 
submit the question: Can we be thus 
excepted, consistently with a sound 
and rational, however moderate, pre- 
ference of the Christian doctrine and 
discipline under which our particu- 
lar religious profession ranks us?— 
Must not such a preference, where 
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arably associate with it an anxiety, 
that the principles we profess should 
| be those in which our children, and 
| the generations following us should 


abide, and under whose inQuence 


their character both fur this life and 
the eternal, should be formed? Is 
not the subjection of our youth, to 
influences unfavourable to their con- 
unuing in the faith we entertain, vir- 
tually conceding, as a point not worth 
our care, the character of their re- 
ligion’ If domestic nurture and ad- 
monition be insisted on as sufficient 
to prevent or remedy any such 
aberration of the mind of youth from 
the way of the parent’s religion, the 
appeal is to fact and experience, 
abundantly certifying the contrary, 
and to the conduct of all other reli- 
gious communities, exhibiting the 
strongest persuasion of the contrary. 
No Christian community in Chris- 
tendom, except that of Protestant 
Episcopalians in the United States, 
does not, as @ community, make 
provision, or where provision can- 
not systematically be made, anx- 
iously watch against what is consid- 
ered the perverting influence of aca- 
demical education. It is the mode 
in which, above all others, a real so- 
licitude 10 transmit to their children 
the religion which men cherish, is 
most unequivocally expressed, to 
commit their education to no cir- 
cumstances that shall- have a ten- 
dency to counteract its claim upon 
their respect and adherence. Let 
me, I pray you, not be understood 
tu intimate, much less to allege any 
thing derogatory to the claim of the 
respectable institutions, by charter 
appropriated to other religious de- 
nominations, and of unquestionable 
right, subject to a religious influ- 
ence peculiar to themselves, for the 
candour and indulgence with which 
the interest of denominations, differ- 
ing trom their own, as far as they 
are committed to them, may be 
treated. I have no reference but to 
the indirect and unaveidabie effect 














it really exists, naturally and insep- [! 
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of the circumstances under which 
academic education is conducted, to 


sound respectability and strength of 
our peculiar institutions, I have spo- 





influence the future feelings and de- 
cision of the mind, with respect to 
religion, in a manner more corres- 
ponding with the prejudices of the 
college, than, except under circum- 
stances of more than ordinary care 
and judgment, of the parent’s roof. 
I would not be thought unaware of 
the facility which the expression of 


ee . 


ken what I have; nor can I imagine 
any circumstances of moral consci- 
ousness, under which it could prove 
painful to me, to be reminded that 
I ;ad thus expressed myself before 
you.” cf 
(Te be concluded in our next. ) 
F———_— | 
The Executive Committee of the Do- 
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sentiments such as these may afford, 
where the subject is not duly con- 
sidered or understood, to the re- 
proach of nerrow and illiberal con- 
duct. I feel at the same time, so 
incapable of that, in religious senti- 
ment or conduct, which might, with 
any rational construction, be. so im- 
puted, that I could not forego this 
opportunity of bearing my testimo- 
ny, however feeble and vain it may 
prove, against a laxity and indiffer- 
ence on the momentous business of 
education, in its relation to the mo- 
ral interests of character and life, 
for which we are not more uncon. 
sciously distinguished, than to say 
the least, wondered at by our Chris- 
tian brethren at large. They readi- 
ly enough indeed, may explain the 
difference at present existing be- 
tween the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and others, as to the pos- 
session and government of semina- 
ries of learning, into the difference 
of the circumstauces of our institu- 
tions and theirs, before the colonies 
became independent States. But 
they know that our communion em- 
braces much of the wealth and liber- 
ality, at least of all the Atlantic 
States, and might long ere this, have 
otherwise provided for a subject, 
with them always sufficiently impor- 
tant for any sacrifices and exertions 
it may require. Brethren, in laying 
before you these impressions, I am 
not conscious of the existence of 
any feeling in my mind, which you 
could on the closest inspection disap- 
prove. Out of the fulness of a 
heart, anxious for the permanent, 








mestic and Foreign Missionary Society, 
has determined on the establishment of 


a Mission School among the Menominie 
Indians at Green Bay, Michigan Territo- 
ry, and it is expected a commencement 
will be made in the course of the ensu- 
ing summer. These Indians, together 
with the Win es, are without Mis- 
sionaries and anxious to receive instruc- 
tion. The Society has already devoted 
something to their benefit, under the 
direction of its agent, resident amon 

them. The hove is now cueuiaal 
that the liberality of Episcopalians will 
enable it to do much more.—[Pa. Rec. 

At a meeting of the Directors of the 
Domestic and Foreign Missio Soci- 
ety on the 20th ult. the Rev. R F. Cadle 
was appointed a Missionary.—[ Jd. 

Ordination.—On the 12th ult., in St. 
John’s Church, Norristown, Pennsylva- 
nia, the Rev. John H. Hopkins was ad- 
mitted to the holy order of Priests, by 
the Rt. Rev. Bishop White. 

Confirmation.—The rite of confirma- 
tion was administered by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop White, to about thirty persons 
in St. John’s Church, Norristown, Penn- 
sylvania, on the 12th ult.—J6. 

——>—— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

“A READER OF YOUR WORK”, is inform- 
ed that the pieces signed “A Member 
of the South” and “A Friend’”’, will be 
disposed of agreeably to his directions. 
We regret the necessity of disobliging 
our correspondent who forwarded for 
the Repertory, a paper signed 4 Friend, 
with a note entitled Correction. The 
former would unavoidably call forth a 
counter statement to many of the points 
therein controverted, and require us to 
keep open our pages for continual con- 
troversy, which it is our desire to avoid. 
The latter refers to a pamphlet which 
has not yet been noticed in our work; 
and therefore, to all those of our readers 
who have never seen nor heard of it, 
the correction would be unintelligible. 














